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Introduction

Why We Need the Holy Spirit

All Christians have had an experience with the Holy

Spirit—otherwise, they really aren’t Christians. For a

proper understanding of who the Holy Spirit is and how He

works in our lives, we must go to God’s Word. We can’t

base our relationship with the Holy Spirit on feelings or

experiences.

Some people have been taught erroneously about the

Holy Spirit. I know people who have taken one verse out of

the Bible and built an entire theology of the Holy Spirit on

it. We must have the whole counsel of God’s Word on the

subject of the Holy Spirit if we hope to have a full

understanding of Him and a fuller experience with Him.

As in all areas of study, we err if we base our believing

on one isolated concept. Truth in God’s Word is expressed

repeatedly. Verses build upon verses to create the whole

meaning of God’s message to us. Our perspective is limited

—and in error—unless we take in the whole of God’s truth.

This book can be used by you alone or by several people

in a small-group study. At various times, you will be asked

to relate to the material in one of these four ways:

1.What new insights have you gained? Make notes about

the insights that you have. You may want to record them in

your Bible or in a separate journal. As you reflect back over

your insights, you are likely to see how God has moved in

your life.

2.Have you ever had a similar experience? Each of us

approaches the Bible from a unique background—our own

particular set of relationships and experiences. Our



experiences do not make the Bible true—the Word of God is

truth regardless of our opinion about it. It is important,

however, to share our experiences in order to see how

God’s truth can be applied to human lives.

3.How do you feel about the material presented?

Emotional responses do not give validity to the Scriptures,

nor should we trust our emotions as a gauge for our faith.

In small-group Bible study, however, it is good for

participants to express their emotions. The Holy Spirit

often communicates with us through this unspoken

language.

4.In what way do you feel challenged to respond or to

act? God’s Word may cause you to feel inspired or

challenged to change something in your life. Take the

challenge seriously and find ways of acting upon it. If God

reveals to you a particular need that He wants you to

address, take that as “marching orders” from God. God is

expecting you to do something with the challenge that He

has just given you.

Start and conclude your Bible study sessions in prayer.

Ask God to give you spiritual eyes to see and spiritual ears

to hear. As you conclude your study, ask the Lord to seal

what you have learned so that you will never forget it. Ask

Him to help you grow into the fullness of the stature of

Christ Jesus.

Again, I caution you to keep the Bible at the center of

your study. A genuine Bible study stays focused on God’s

Word and promotes a growing faith and a closer walk with

the Holy Spirit in each person who participates.



Lesson 1

The Spirit-Filled Life is for

Every Believer

In This Lesson

Learning: What does the phrase “Spirit-filled

life” actually mean?

Growing: Who can have a Spirit-filled life?

In all likelihood, the words “Spirit-filled life” evoke one

of three responses in you. You may say, “I don’t know what

you’re talking about.” If that’s your response, you aren’t

alone. Many people don’t know much about the Holy Spirit,

and they know less about how He works in the life of every

Christian.

You may say, “I’m not sure that I want anything to do

with the Holy Spirit. Everything that I’ve heard about the

Holy Spirit seems divisive or too emotional for me.” If

that’s your response, I have encouragement for you. If you

are a born-again Christian, you have a relationship with the

Holy Spirit, whether you have acknowledged Him or not.

Furthermore, He is not divisive or invasive. People may be,

but He is not.

You may say, “Oh, yes! The Spirit-filled life is the most

wonderful life that a person can know. I wouldn’t trade the

Spirit-filled life for all the riches in the world or for any



other experience!” If that’s your response, I say “amen”—

so be it. The Spirit-filled life is the only way for a Christian

to experience all that God wants us to be, say, and do. It is

life to the fullest, the true abundant life that Jesus

promised. (See John10:10.)

The Spirit-filled life is not based on emotions, although

you are likely to feel various emotions as the Spirit works in

you to produce the character of Christ Jesus and to

replicate the ministry of Christ Jesus in your life and the

world. The Spirit-filled life is also not something that a

person can study from afar. The Spirit-filled life is

experienced. It is lived out by real people in real life facing

real, and sometimes difficult, circumstances and situations.

The Spirit-filled life is marked by purpose, power, and

effectiveness. It is not something that you do, but

something that you are because of who is living and

working inside you. God wants each of His children to live a

Spirit-filled life, and He expects you to be led by the Spirit

on a daily basis.

Why do I need the Holy Spirit?

 

Most of us have no difficulty admitting, “I need Jesus Christ

in my life.” We recognize that we are sinful creatures by

nature and that we must have the all-sufficient atonement

made possible by Christ Jesus on the cross if we are to

experience forgiveness for our sins and to receive eternal

life. Most of us have no difficulty admitting, “I need God the

Father in my life.” We recognize Him as our all-powerful,

ever-present, and holy Creator. Jesus Christ came into the

world so that we might be restored to a full relationship

with our heavenly Father, who desires to bless us as His

children. In many ways, we need Christ Jesus in our lives

because of our need for a relationship with the Father.



But do we need the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is part

of the holy Trinity—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. You need

Him just as much as you need Father and Son. In fact, the

Holy Spirit makes possible your ongoing Christian life and

enables you to experience Christ and to have a relationship

with the Father. The Holy Spirit enables you to have victory

in your Christian walk. You need Him at work in you if you

are to fulfill your earthly destiny in Christ and become the

person that the Father created you to be.

Beyond Adequate

Many Christians are content to live an adequate Christian

life. They believe that if they go to church, read their Bible

occasionally, and say their prayers once in a while, they are

alright with God. Occasionally, they volunteer to serve

others in a particular way—perhaps as an usher, a member

of a church committee, or a home visitor on an evangelism

team—and they consider that ministry as above the norm.

Let me challenge you today. God doesn’t call you or

anyone to just an adequate Christian life. He wants to have

a daily walking-and-talking relationship with you in which

you experience His presence, trust Him for wisdom,

courage, and strength, and rely on Him for results—at

every step you take, every decision you make, every

conversation you have, and every thought you think. The

Lord desires to live within you. He desires to communicate

to you and through you. He desires to live out His life

through your expression of it—a perfect blending of His

perfection and your unique talents, traits, and personality.

There is no such thing as an average Christian life.

Either you are living a vibrant Spirit-filled life, or you

aren’t. You are in forward motion or in a pause position.



You are living in the fullness of the Holy Spirit, or you

aren’t. Make a decision today to choose the Spirit-filled life.

God will not force Himself on you or force Himself to

operate within you. He works by invitation only. He won’t

overstep the boundaries of your will.

Lay Aside Your Preconceptions

You probably have some preconceptions about the Holy

Spirit and how He works within a person’s life. I encourage

you to lay them aside and approach these lessons with a

wide-open heart and mind. You can learn and experience

something here—but only if you are willing to be changed

in your inner person.

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will

send in My name, He will teach you all things, and

bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.

—John 14:26

When you hear the phrase “Spirit-filled life,” what

comes to your mind?

Are you open to knowing and experiencing more of the

Holy Spirit in your life?

Do you want more out of your relationship with Christ

Jesus than you are currently experiencing?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit dwells within the life of every

Christian.

Tomorrow: I will study the Scriptures this week to learn

more about the Holy Spirit.



Lesson 2

Who Exactly is the Holy Spirit?

In This Lesson

Learning: Is the Holy Spirit a person or some

other entity?

Growing: If the Holy Spirit is a person, what

does that mean to me?

Have you ever seen a child stare in wide-eyed wonder as

he listens to a new story? That’s the way many people are

when it comes to the Holy Spirit. They don’t have a clue to

His true identity or how He works in the life of every

Christian. The Holy Spirit is a mystery to them.

Wide-eyed wonder is not a bad response to have to the

Holy Spirit. Certainly, the Holy Spirit should inspire our

awe, our wonder, our adoration. But He does not want to be

a puzzle. He desires to reveal Himself to us and to be

known by us. Who, then, is the Holy Spirit? That’s the focus

of this lesson.

The Holy Spirit Is a Person



One of the keys to your understanding about the Holy

Spirit lies in your recognition that the Holy Spirit is not an

“it”; He is a person. Have you ever been asked, “Are you

filled with the Holy Spirit? Do you have the Holy Spirit?”

There is only one set of answers: yes or no. You can’t have

a little bit of the Holy Spirit. Either you have been filled by

Him, or you haven’t. You can’t have had Him once, but not

have Him now. Either you have Him, or you’ve never had

Him.

The error tends to come because we think of the Holy

Spirit as a force, a power, an event, an experience, a

manifestation. I once had this view of the Holy Spirit. When

I went to college to prepare for the ministry, the subject of

the Holy Spirit came up in conversation. I must have

referred to the Holy Spirit as “it,” because at the end of

that discussion, one man in the group asked me if I’d meet

with him later in his dorm room. He was a graduate student

in theology so I was honored at the invitation and I gladly

accepted.

When I went to his room, I was amazed to find that the

walls were lined entirely with books. I felt that I was in the

presence of a true scholar. He handed me a Greek New

Testament, and I have to say, I was dismayed. I admitted to

him that I had been at the college only a couple of weeks

and I scarcely knew more than a few words and phrases in

Greek. That didn’t deter him. He proceeded to go through

the New Testament with me, one verse after another,

teaching me that the Holy Spirit is not an “it” but a “He”—a

person, a member of the holy Trinity. My entire perspective

changed.

When you begin to see the Holy Spirit as a person—not

as a power or an experience—you have a much different

perspective on receiving the Holy Spirit. Where does our

false understanding of the Holy Spirit as an “it” originate?

In many cases, from Acts 2 where we read about the



coming of the Holy Spirit into the lives of the first

Christians:

When the Day of Pentecost had fully come, they were

all with one accord in one place. And suddenly there

came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty

wind, and it filled the whole house where they were

sitting. Then there appeared to them divided tongues,

as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they

were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak

with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

—Acts 2:1–4

People tend to confuse the sights and sounds present at

the Holy Spirit’s arrival with the Holy Spirit Himself. They

read of a rushing wind-like sound from heaven. They read

of a mass of fire that seems to divide into tongues that

touch each person. They read of the people speaking in

languages that they didn’t learn with their minds, and they

assume that the sound, the fire, and the unknown tongues

are the Holy Spirit.

These are manifestations of the Spirit’s coming to the

church on the day of Pentecost shortly after Jesus’

ascension. They are not the Holy Spirit Himself. The sound

is as a rushing mighty wind. The glowing light seems as

divided tongues of fire. The Holy Spirit is infinitely more

than any single manifestation of His presence.

Why were the disciples “all with one accord in one

place” when the Holy Spirit came to them? What does this

suggest about the Spirit’s role in the church?

Consider each of the manifestations of the Spirit’s

presence: wind, tongues of fire, speaking in foreign

languages. What does each reveal about the Holy Spirit?

The Characteristics of a Person



What makes a human being different from any of God’s

other creatures? The three foremost qualities of humanity

are these:

1. Knowledge—an ability to know, understand, recognize,

and have meaning

2. Will—an ability to make choices and decisions on the

basis of what one chooses to do, not as an instinctive

response to external stimuli

3. Emotion—an ability to feel, to have feelings and to be

aware of them

Let’s take a look at Scriptures that reveal these qualities

associated with the Holy Spirit.

We read about the knowing ability of the Holy Spirit:

“For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit

of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the

things of God except the Spirit of God” (1Cor. 2:11).

And we read about the will of the Holy Spirit: “But one

and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to

each one individually as He wills” (1 Cor. 12:11).

In Romans 15:30, we read about “the love of the Spirit,”

and in Ephesians 4:30, we read Paul’s admonishment: “Do

not grieve the Holy Spirit of God.” We can’t grieve

Somebody who doesn’t love us. We can grieve the Holy

Spirit because He has an emotional capacity. Yes, the Holy

Spirit has emotions.

And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another

Helper, that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit

of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it



neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him,

for He dwells with you and will be in you.

—John 14:16–17

What words in these verses point to the fact that the

Holy Spirit is a divine person?

What roles of the Holy Spirit are listed in these verses?

The Holy Spirit Is Part of the Trinity

The Holy Spirit is the third member of the triune Godhead:

God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. He is

inseparable from the Father and the Son; He is of one

nature, character, and identity with them. At the same time,

He is a unique person; He has a specific identity and

function in our lives, just as Jesus has a specific identity

and function and the Father has a specific identity and

function. The Holy Spirit is present whenever the Father

and the Son are present, and they in turn are present

whenever the Holy Spirit is present.

The Holy Spirit was present at creation: “The earth was

without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of

the waters” (Gen. 1:2). And He was vital in the creation of

mankind:

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image,

according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over

the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over

the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping

thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in

His own image; in the image of God He created him;

male and female He created them.

—Genesis 1:26–27



Note the word Our. We have been created in the full

image of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy

Spirit. To be created in God’s image means that He has

given us His qualities: we have an ability to know things

and remember them, we have an ability to feel emotions

and to respond to life with a full range of feelings, and we

have an ability to make choices and decisions, to solve

problems, to have “dominion” or authority over creation.

We also have God’s ability to help, to teach, to testify, to

call to remembrance, to give convincing arguments. God

has created us with the full capacity to be people.

As part of our creation, God “breathed” Himself into us.

We have the specific ability to know God, to sense Him at

work in us, and to respond to Him. He made us with the

capacity to be His children and to invite Him into our lives.

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, and we are wise to

refer to Him in just that way:

The Holy Spirit of God almighty

The Holy Spirit of Christ Jesus—the same Spirit who

indwelled Christ

The Holy Spirit who indwells us today

All are one and the same Holy Spirit! His role in the

Trinity is to fill, to energize, to empower, to compel

behavior, to produce qualities of character, to work in and

through God’s creation. He is not the Creator, but there is

no creation without Him. He is not the Father, but there is

no confirmation of our relationship with the Father without

Him. He is not the entire summation of God almighty, but

there is no expression of God’s will apart from Him. He is



not the Son, but there is no awareness of sin and no saving

knowledge of Jesus Christ apart from Him. He is not Jesus,

but Jesus did not do anything apart from the Holy Spirit’s

empowerment.

The Holy Spirit is inseparable from Christ Jesus and

from God the Father.

But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from

the Father, He will testify of Me.

—John 15:26

What does this verse reveal about the triune Godhead—

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

Why is it important to understand that the Holy Spirit is

part of the Trinity of God?

The Holy Spirit Is God’s Promise to

the Believer

The Holy Spirit has a unique relationship with believers.

The Bible states that, if you have Christ, you have the Holy

Spirit of God. He is the seal of your commitment to Jesus

Christ. In other words, when you accept Jesus Christ as the

atonement for your sins, the Holy Spirit automatically seals

that decision before the Father in heaven. You belong to

God forever. There is no unsealing of what the Holy Spirit

seals, not by your actions or by the actions of any other

person.

Conversely, if you do not have the Holy Spirit living in

you, you haven’t received Jesus Christ as your Savior. He is

God’s seal and guarantee on your life; He is proof of God’s

claim that you belong to Him. A person cannot be a

Christian and not have the Holy Spirit within.



Some people ask, “Have you received the Holy Spirit

since you became a Christian?”

This question is an impossibility. You received the Holy

Spirit as part of your receiving Christ. You can’t receive

just one part of the Trinity. When you became a Christian—

when you confessed your sins and asked for God’s

forgiveness—you received the Holy Spirit. The Spirit of God

came and indwelled your spirit and claimed you as His

own. He has put you into full relationship with the Father

and the Son, because He is inseparable from the Father

and the Son. He now works to live His life—the same

quality of life that Jesus Christ lived—in you and through

you.

Have you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior? If not,

what is preventing you?

If you are a Christian, how do you know for sure that the

Holy Spirit is within you?

The Promise to Every Believer

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to His disciples, and that

promise extends to us as His disciples today. Jesus said,

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send

in My name, He will teach you all things” (John 14:26).

Jesus said the Father will send the Spirit. At the time of

Jesus’ ascension, He said to His disciples, “Behold, I send

the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of

Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high”

(Luke 24:49). It was the promise that Jesus had made to

them on the night of the Last Supper—the promise of the

Holy Spirit’s coming to them to help and comfort them in

His absence.



In Acts 1:8, we find these additional words at the time of

Jesus’ ascension: “You shall receive power when the Holy

Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end

of the earth” (emphasis added). There was no doubt in His

mind that it would happen for those who followed Him.

Read Peter’s description of the events on the day of

Pentecost:

This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all

witnesses. Therefore being exalted to the right hand of

God, and having received from the Father the promise

of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now

see and hear.

—Acts 2:32–33

Peter was saying, “We received the One who was

promised. You witnessed the manifestation of His presence

coming into our lives with your own eyes and ears.” The

Holy Spirit is God’s promise to you as His child today. If you

are a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, you have the Holy

Spirit living in you.

The Holy Spirit Is the Power of the

Believer

Jesus promised the Holy Spirit to those who followed Him

because He knew that they would need the Holy Spirit in

them if they were to be faithful, steadfast, and effective in

their walk with God. The Holy Spirit enables people to live

the Christian life.

Paul wanted the believers in Ephesus to know that they

had full resurrection power in their lives. They had the

same power that raised Christ Jesus from the dead.



Certainly, such power was able to raise them from their

sins. Not only that, but the power is above any other

principality, power, dominion, or might. Nothing is more

powerful than the Holy Spirit in you.

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly

above all that we ask or think, according to the power

that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by

Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen.

—Ephesians 3:20–21

According to these verses, what is the Holy Spirit able to

do in your life?

What is the “power that works in us”? What does this

power accomplish?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit is part of the Trinity of God, and

He brings God’s power to my life.

Tomorrow: I will spend time this week studying what the

Bible teaches concerning the Spirit’s power in my life.



Lesson 3

Relying on the Holy Spirit’s

Power in Us

In This Lesson

Learning: What does the Holy Spirit do for a

Christian?

Growing: How am I to respond to His presence

in my life?

The Holy Spirit’s power in Christians is described by the

Greek word dunamis, from which we get the English word

dynamite. The Holy Spirit causes things to happen! His is

an infinite power that blasts sin out of our lives. In this

lesson, we will examine the characteristics of the Holy

Spirit’s power in us.

The Holy Spirit Purifies Us

First and foremost, the power of the Holy Spirit purifies us.

The nature of the Holy Spirit is often identified with fire.

You will recall that the Holy Spirit’s manifestation is

described as “divided tongues, as of fire” (Acts 2:3).



Fire or intense temperature is used to melt and purify

metals. This image appears in the Old Testament applying

to God’s people: God will “thoroughly purge away your

dross, and take away all your alloy” (Isa. 1:25). This same

imagery can be applied to God’s purification of all that

makes you impure before the Father. The Holy Spirit burns

sin out of you so that you won’t burn in your sin.

Paul wrote to the Romans, “If Christ is in you, the body

is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of

righteousness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus

from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the

dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His

Spirit who dwells in you” (Rom. 8:10-11). The Holy Spirit

burns sin from us, and He cleanses the fleshly nature so

that we no longer desire to sin. In other words, once He

has purified us, part of the purification process is a desire

to remain pure.

Looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of

our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, who gave

Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every

lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special

people, zealous for good works.

—Titus 2:13–14

What does it mean to be “zealous for good works”? Give

practical examples.

How does the Holy Spirit “redeem us from every lawless

deed”? Give practical examples.

Fire and burning are not comfortable images to us. Fire

sounds painful, and sometimes the fire of the Holy Spirit in

our lives is painful. His chastisement and admonishment

often go against what we desire in the fleshly, human

nature. But the results of His purification process are

glorious! As the Lord purifies us, we are made acceptable

in His sight and are made ready for use in His kingdom.



Purification is a necessary part of being sanctified, which is

to be cleansed and set aside as holy in God’s eyes.

Purity of heart cannot be separated from the power of

the Holy Spirit. That’s a vital concept to understand. You

are purified by the Holy Spirit, and you continue to walk in

purity because of the Holy Spirit’s presence and power in

you. There is no way that you can clean up your life apart

from His enabling you to do so.

Many people attempt to clean up their lives by a change

in their behavior. They start going to church, attending a

Bible study, giving some of their money to God, reading

their Bibles, saying their prayers. None of these actions

drives sin from their lives. Only as they yield to the Holy

Spirit can they truly be cleansed completely.

How has the Holy Spirit worked in your life to refine

your character?

When have you found the Holy Spirit’s purifying to be

painful? In what areas have you seen true change? Was the

change worth the temporary discomfort?

The Role of Conviction in Purification

Before we can be cleansed of sin, we must first be

convicted that we have sinned. That is part of the Holy

Spirit’s purification process in us. Paul wrote about this to

the Corinthians. He asked them, “Do you not know that you

are the temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in

you? If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy

him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are”

(1 Cor. 3:16-17).

No believer in Christ Jesus would think of defacing or

destroying a church building. We consider our churches to

be sacred places. In like manner, Paul taught the



Corinthians that their bodies were sacred places. They

were indwelled by God’s Holy Spirit, just as the temple of

old was filled with God’s Holy Spirit.

In other words, the Corinthians had no right to

themselves any longer. They belonged to God. They were

His possessions. The Holy Spirit will not allow anything

that is not holy, pure, and righteous to coexist with Him in

His temple. For that reason, the Holy Spirit convicts us

continually when we sin. We may turn a deaf ear to His

conviction for such a long period that it seems as if His

conviction has been reduced to a whisper, but He will

convict us of our sin until we confess it, repent of it, and

are cleansed of it. Our sin is a stain on our purity before

God, and the Holy Spirit will not allow it to stand

unchallenged.

Be sensitive to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit in

your life. Respond to Him with a contrite and humble heart.

Face your sin. Only then can you be forgiven of it and

restored to the purity necessary for the Lord to use you as

He desires to use you.

And when [the Holy Spirit] has come, He will convict

the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment.

—John 16:8

Why is it important for the Holy Spirit to convict us of

sin? What would happen if He didn’t?

How is the Holy Spirit necessary for us to gain

righteousness?

The Holy Spirit Strengthens Us

A second aspect of the Holy Spirit’s power is to impart

strength to us. Paul prayed for the Ephesians that the Lord



“would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be

strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner

man” (Eph. 3:16). To be made strong implies that a person

is initially weak by nature or has been weakened by

circumstance. That certainly is true for any of us who are

honest with ourselves. We struggle in staying obedient to

God’s Word. We are fragile in our bodies, frail in our

resolve, and failing in our courage. We are weak creatures

apart from the Holy Spirit.

Paul admonished the Ephesians that they were to grow

into maturity in Christ “to the measure of the stature of the

fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children,

tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of

doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness

of deceitful plotting” (Eph. 4:13-14). We are to become

strong in Christ, and the only way that we can is through

the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy Spirit, you are weak. With

the Holy Spirit, you are strong, even to the point that you

can “do all things through Christ” who strengthens you

(Phil. 4:13).

The Spirit of Christ is the same Holy Spirit who is

working in your life. You can do all things that God

commands you to do. You can live a quality of life that is the

same as that lived by Christ Jesus. You can live a life free of

sin and bold in speech and action because you are

empowered by the same Holy Spirit who empowered Jesus.

Paul encouraged the Corinthians along these lines by

reciting for them a long list of troubles that he had

experienced. He concluded, “Therefore most gladly I will

rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may

rest upon me.… For when I am weak, then I am strong” (2

Cor. 12:9–10). Paul knew the reality of the Holy Spirit’s

power in his life, strengthening him to withstand all kinds

of persecution, dangers, weariness, and physical

deprivation—including hunger, thirst, cold, and nakedness.

He knew the power of the Holy Spirit strengthening him in



times when he was afflicted by a “thorn in the flesh.” (See 2

Cor. 11:23–12:7.) He told the Corinthians that he had

learned this truth from the Lord: “My grace is sufficient for

you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor.

12:9). Paul was no stranger to hardship, but he was also no

stranger to God’s power working in him. He knew that the

source of his strength was solely the Lord.

The Holy Spirit revives us and gives us strength when

we are weakened by disease, injury, or natural calamity.

The Holy Spirit enables us to endure pain and times of trial.

The Holy Spirit enables us to say no to temptation,

strengthening us in our resolve to be obedient to what God

has commanded us to do. The Holy Spirit enables us to

endure “to the end” in faith (Matt. 24:13).

And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for

My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore

most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that

the power of Christ may rest upon me.

—2 Corinthians 12:9

What does it mean to have God’s strength made perfect

through your weakness? When have you seen this in your

own life or someone else’s life?

What does it mean that God’s grace is sufficient for you?

When have you seen this in your own life or someone else’s

life?

Victory Over the Enemy

Ultimately, we are made strong by the power of the Holy

Spirit so that we might defeat the devil. We are empowered

against his



temptations. The Holy Spirit helps us to resist impulses

to sin against God and others (1 Cor. 10:12–13).

lies. The Holy Spirit, as the Spirit of truth, helps us

discern truth from lies and to see the ploy of the devil

against us (John 16:13).

attacks. The Holy Spirit is part of our defensive armor

against the enemy’s assault (Eph. 6:18).

We are strengthened to resist the devil and to defeat his

influence in our lives. (See James 4:7.) The devil accuses us

before the Father at every turn of the road in our lives, but

God’s promise is that we have the strength of the Holy

Spirit to withstand any of the devil’s activity against us.

Thus, we make his accusations null and void. (See Rev.

12:10.) The Holy Spirit is omnipotent. He has all the power

you can ever need or use—and infinitely more. Ask the Holy

Spirit to impart the strength you need today.

Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, “Now

salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God,

and the power of His Christ have come, for the accuser

of our brethren, who accused them before our God day

and night, has been cast down.

—Revelation 12:10

Who is the “accuser of our brethren”? Why is he called

by this title?

What role does the Holy Spirit play in facing these

accusations before God’s throne? What does He do in our

lives to respond to these accusations?

The Holy Spirit Equips Us for Ministry

The Holy Spirit purifies us and strengthens us so that God

can use us. The Holy Spirit does His work in us so that He



can do His work through us. We are not indwelled by the

Holy Spirit so that we can have an ecstatic experience or

feel great peace in our relationship with God. The emotions

may arise as we experience the presence of the Holy Spirit

at work in us, but the Holy Spirit indwells us so that we

might be His witnesses and do His work on this earth.

Recall the words of Acts 1:8: “You shall receive power

when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be

witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,

and to the end of the earth.” The foremost manifestation of

the Lord’s presence in our lives is that we are His

witnesses. Our changed lives say something to the world in

which we live. We speak with our very lives the gospel of

Jesus Christ. We display by our words and deeds the power

of God to transform people from a state of sinfulness to a

state of righteousness. We are purified and strengthened so

that we might be living vessels of God’s love and power

made known to others.

In other lessons we will discuss in more depth the

various types of equipping that the Lord does in our lives,

but let it suffice at this point to recognize this profound

truth of God’s Word: God wants to use you. He has a plan

and a purpose for your life. He has a role for you to fill that

only you can fill. If you are to accomplish the reason for

your existence, to fulfill your destiny, and to know the inner

satisfaction of a mission accomplished, you must have the

power of the Holy Spirit at work in you.

We cannot succeed in God’s eyes without the Holy

Spirit’s help. We try to do so repeatedly, and each time we

fall short. Anything that we try to do apart from the Holy

Spirit’s help and guidance is doomed to failure. It won’t last

because it has nothing of His eternal presence in it. On the

other hand, everything that we do in the Holy Spirit cannot

help being eternal, life-giving, and a blessing to us and

others. In Him, we are and have all that is necessary

forever. Without Him, we are and have nothing.



…partakers of His promise in Christ through the

gospel, of which I became a minister according to the

gift of the grace of God given to me by the effective

working of His power.

—Ephesians 3:6–7

In what ways was Paul a “minister” of God’s grace to

others? In what ways can you be a minister of God’s grace?

What is “the effective working” of God’s power? What

role does the Holy Spirit play in that? What role do you

play?

His Example Is Our Challenge

We noted in an earlier lesson that the Holy Spirit functions

as helper, teacher, and guide. All that the Holy Spirit is, He

makes available to us so that we might help, teach, guide,

speak words of conviction, and call God’s truth to the

remembrance of others.

The Holy Spirit has all knowledge. He gives us His

wisdom so that we might make good decisions and sound

judgments. The Holy Spirit has capacity for all emotion. He

imparts to us His great heart so that we might love others

with an expanded ability. The Holy Spirit operates out of

His will. He imparts to us a knowledge of His will so that

we might move in strength and obedience, and avoid the

pitfalls of sin.

Ask the Holy Spirit today how He desires you to give

testimony to His presence in your life and in what areas

you need to let His witness shine brighter through you.

What He calls you to do, He also equips you to do.

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you

completely; and may your whole spirit, soul, and body



be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ. He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it.

—1 Thessalonians 5:23–24

What does it mean to be sanctified completely?

Why does Paul include spirit, soul, and body in this

promise? What does that teach about the Holy Spirit?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit gives me everything I need to

purify my life and conquer the enemy.

Tomorrow: I will ask the Lord this week to show me

areas in my life which need to be purified.



Lesson 4

Relying on the Holy Spirit’s

Presence

In This Lesson

Learning: Does the Holy Spirit ever abandon a

Christian?

Growing: How does the Holy Spirit make me

more like Jesus?

Sometimes people speak in terms of a filling of the Holy

Spirit and then a refilling of the Holy Spirit in a person’s

life. Let me assure you of this truth based on God’s Word:

when the Holy Spirit indwells you, He abides with you

forever. He does not come and go. He is with you, from now

into eternity.

Jesus had an encounter with a Samaritan woman at the

well near the town of Sychar. Jesus asked her to give Him a

drink from the well. She was puzzled that a Jew would ask

a Samaritan for a drink, and He replied, “If you knew the

gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a

drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have

given you living water.” She questioned the nature of the

living water and Jesus said, “Whoever drinks of this water

will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I

shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall



give him will become in him a fountain of water springing

up into everlasting life.” (See John 4:1–14.)

Jesus said to a multitude, “If anyone thirsts, let him

come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the

Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living

water.” John made it clear that Jesus was referring to the

Holy Spirit as living water. He wrote, “But this He spoke

concerning the Spirit, whom those believing in Him would

receive; for the Holy Spirit was not yet given, because

Jesus was not yet glorified.” (See John 7:37–39.)

Living water refers to artesian springs—water that

bubbles up through the earth in unending supply. The

water from artesian springs is considered the purest, finest

water available to mankind. It flows freely without end.

This is the description that Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit: a

freely flowing, unending inner source of purity, strength,

power, and refreshment.

In what ways does the Holy Spirit’s ministry resemble

“living waters”?

What sorts of “thirst” does the Holy Spirit quench?

When have you seen Him quench a thirst in your own life?

Not Yet Given?

 

John said that the Holy Spirit “was not yet given, because

Jesus was not yet glorified” (John 7:39). This is further

explained in John 14:15–18:

If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will

pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,

that He may abide with you forever—the Spirit of truth,

whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees

Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells

with you and will be in you. I will not leave you

orphans; I will come to you.



Jesus is promising to send the very Spirit of God that

indwells Him to comfort and help His disciples. He makes it

plain that His disciples will recognize the Holy Spirit

because they have known Him, as He has been manifested

in Jesus. Furthermore, He says that the Holy Spirit will not

be with them, which is the way that they had thus far

experienced the Holy Spirit in the life of Jesus, but that the

Holy Spirit will be in them.

Jesus then repeats His command that they keep His

word and explains further, “If anyone loves Me, he will

keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will

come to him and make Our home with him” (John 14:23).

Again, we see that the Holy Spirit who indwelled and

worked through Jesus is the same Holy Spirit who is made

available to us today as followers of Jesus.

Jesus tells His disciples that the “Helper, the Holy Spirit,

whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you

all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I

said to you” (John 14:26). He commands His disciples to

abide in Him and to bear fruit. (See John 15:1-10.) He

warns His disciples of persecution that will come and

repeats His desire that they love one another.

But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from

the Father, He will testify of Me. And you also will bear

witness, because you have been with Me from the

beginning.

—John 15:26–27

Again, we see that the Holy Spirit comes from the

Father at the request of Jesus. The Holy Spirit will testify,

Jesus says, about what Jesus is about to do on the cross—in

other words, about His becoming our all-sufficient

atonement for sin. Jesus says that He is telling His disciples

all these things so that they won’t stumble. Then He says,



It is to your advantage that I go away; for if I do not go

away, the Helper will not come to you; but if I depart, I

will send Him to you. And when He has come, He will

convict the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of

judgment: of sin, because they do not believe in Me; of

righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see

Me no more; of judgment, because the ruler of this

world is judged.… He, the Spirit of truth … will guide

you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own

authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He

will tell you things to come. He will glorify Me, for He

will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.

—John 16:7–14

The disciples are puzzled about how it can be more

advantageous for Jesus to be away from them than for Him

to be with them. Jesus, knowing their thoughts, says,

And in that day you will ask Me nothing.… Whatever

you ask the Father in My name He will give you. Until

now you have asked nothing in My name. Ask, and you

will receive, that your joy may be full.

—John 16:23–24

Up to now, the disciples have turned to Jesus for

everything. They have trusted the Holy Spirit to work in

Jesus to meet their needs and to deliver the people. After

His death, resurrection, and ascension, the disciples no

longer will have Jesus present with them in bodily form.

But they will have the Holy Spirit inside them, they will be

able to ask the Father in Jesus’ name to meet their needs,

and the Holy Spirit will work through them directly. That’s

why Jesus’ going away is to their advantage. They will have

the unlimited Holy Spirit of Christ available to them. Until

Jesus is crucified and resurrected, however, this will not



happen. Until Jesus has gone away, He cannot send the

Holy Spirit to His disciples.

As Jesus is about to ascend to His Father, He gathers His

disciples together for one last word. We read, “He

commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait

for the Promise of the Father, ‘which,’ He said, ‘you have

heard from Me; for John truly baptized with water, but you

shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from

now’” (Acts 1:4-5).

Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come after He

has been glorified (through His death, resurrection, and

ascension). He says that the Holy Spirit will be in His

disciples. And He says that the Holy Spirit will be in them

as living water, a continually available source of divine

assistance. Jesus says nothing of the Spirit departing from

His disciples at any time.

Why is it beneficial to have the Holy Spirit dwelling in

you personally? Why did Jesus need to ascend to heaven for

this to take place?

What does it mean that the Holy Spirit “will not speak

on His own authority”? What does He speak to us?

The Holy Spirit’s Presence in the Old

Testament

This certainly must have been good news to the disciples,

but it was also news that they had difficulty understanding.

Until that time, the Holy Spirit had not come to stay in the

lives of men and women. That was not the pattern in the

Old Testament.

In the Old Testament, we have repeated mention of the

Holy Spirit and His empowerment of people to perform

certain tasks. But there is a major difference between the



operation of the Holy Spirit in the Old Testament and what

Jesus promised to His disciples. The Holy Spirit came to

individuals in the Old Testament to help them with specific

works or ministries, and then He departed from them.

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: “See, I have

called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of

the tribe of Judah. And I have filled him with the Spirit

of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and

in all manner of workmanship, to design artistic works,

to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, in cutting jewels for

setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of

workmanship.”

—Exodus 31:1–5

The Lord sent His Spirit to Bezalel when the Israelites

were commanded to construct the tabernacle. Why did

Bezalel need the Holy Spirit?

Note that the Lord specifically sent His Spirit to Bazalel

but not to others. What does this show us of the Holy

Spirit’s role in the Old Testament? How is it different in

Christians today?

In each Old Testament instance, the Spirit of the Lord

came upon certain people to help them fulfill leadership

roles—to help them carry out God’s plan and purpose

among His people. Even so, He helped in a wide variety of

ways—artisans, judges, warriors, kings.

In other instances in the Old Testament, the Spirit

comes upon people so that they may prophesy or speak in

the name of the Lord. In Isaiah 61:1, we read,

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,

Because the Lord has anointed Me

To preach good tidings to the poor.

Ezekiel speaks about an indwelling of the Spirit to allow

him to prophesy: “And He said to me, ‘Son of man, stand on



your feet, and I will speak to you.’ Then the Spirit entered

me when He spoke to me, and set me on my feet; and I

heard Him who spoke to me” (Ezek. 2:1-2).

Now, the Holy Spirit does not work in the Old Testament

in a manner contradictory to the manner in which He

works in the New Testament. Certainly, the Holy Spirit

works in the New Testament by providing leadership

assistance and also by giving clear words of direction and

truth. The difference is that the Spirit did not abide

continually with the people in the Old Testament.

This is evident in the life of Saul, whom Samuel anointed

to be the first king of Israel. After David was anointed king,

“the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul” (1 Sam. 16:14).

The masses of people had no experience with the presence

of the Holy Spirit. And we have no mention in the Old

Testament of His coming to all the children of Israel at any

time.

Why did the Holy Spirit come upon certain people in Old

Testament times? Why did He not remain permanently?

Why was it necessary for Christ to pay the price of sin

on the cross before the Holy Spirit could indwell all God’s

people?

The Holy Spirit in the Life of Jesus

There are several instances in the Gospels in which the

Holy Spirit is at work in the lives of individuals. Elizabeth

had an experience with the Holy Spirit when Mary came to

her house and she heard Mary’s greeting. Elizabeth’s baby,

John the Baptist, leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth “was

filled with the Holy Spirit.” She then prophesied to Mary,

“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of

your womb!” (See Luke 1:41-42.)



Zacharias, Elizabeth’s husband, was struck speechless

for doubting that Elizabeth might conceive John the Baptist

in her old age. After Zacharias declared that their baby’s

name was to be John, “Zacharias was filled with the Holy

Spirit,” and he then prophesied about the ministry that his

son would have as the “prophet of the Highest.” (See Luke

1:67-79.)

We read also in Luke that “there was a man in Jerusalem

whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and

devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy

Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him by

the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had

seen the Lord’s Christ.” Furthermore, Simeon was directed

to go to the temple “by the Spirit” as Jesus’ parents

brought Him to the temple. Simeon declared that Jesus was

the long-awaited Messiah. (See Luke 2:25-32.)

Each person experienced a short-lived experience with

the Holy Spirit, and the purpose appeared to be to proclaim

the work of the Lord as it related ultimately to the life and

ministry of Jesus. But what about the Holy Spirit in the life

of Jesus Himself? We have a different picture from that of

the Holy Spirit at work prior to Jesus’ life.

First and foremost, Jesus was conceived by the Holy

Spirit. The angel Gabriel told Mary, “The Holy Spirit will

come upon you, and the power of the Highest will

overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be

born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Every

moment of Jesus’ earthly existence was filled with the Holy

Spirit. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit and had the

Holy Spirit residing in Him continually from that moment

onward.

As Mary’s son, Jesus was human in every way. As God’s

Son, Jesus was divine in every way. In coming to earth,

Jesus gave up the glory that He had as God the Son in

heaven, but He did not give up His divinity.



What does it mean to be “overshadowed” by “the power

of the Highest”? What does this teach you about the Holy

Spirit’s role in your life?

What roles did the Holy Spirit fill in each of the above

New Testament examples? How does He fill those roles in

your life?

What Happened at Jesus’ Baptism in

Water?

 

Many people erroneously conclude that Jesus received the

Holy Spirit into His life at His baptism in water by John the

Baptist. Read what Matthew has to say about this:

When He had been baptized, Jesus came up

immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens

were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God

descending like a dove and alighting upon Him. And

suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”

—Matthew 3:16–17

Jesus obeyed the Father in being baptized by John, and

in the aftermath the Father revealed to Jesus in a special

way that His earthly ministry was to begin. The

manifestation by the Spirit was one of approval and of

commissioning. The Spirit lighted “upon” Jesus, just as if

the Father was tapping Him on the shoulder (as a king taps

a knight on his shoulder with a sword). The Father declared

His approval of Jesus and of the timing for His ministry to

begin.

Nowhere in the Gospels do we have an account of Jesus

receiving the gift of the Spirit or of His having an ecstatic

or mystical experience with the Spirit. We have no mention

that He grew in the Holy Spirit. We know that He



“increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God

and men” (Luke 2:52). All that refers to Jesus’ growth in

His humanity, not His divinity.

Jesus was fully God from His birth, even as He was fully

man. He had no need to be filled with the Spirit, since He

was always filled with the Spirit. He would not have been

the Son of God otherwise.

Why did the Holy Spirit descend “like a dove” on Jesus?

What does the dove reveal about the Spirit’s character?

In what ways does the Holy Spirit make us more like

Christ?

What Happened in the Wilderness?

 

Immediately after Jesus was baptized, the Spirit led Him

into the wilderness where He was tempted by Satan. Jesus

withstood the temptation completely. His human will was

tested, and it emerged 100 percent in alignment with the

Spirit of God. The will of Jesus and the will of the Spirit

were as one.

Jesus “returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee”

after His wilderness experience. (See Luke 4:14.) This does

not mean that Jesus acquired the Holy Spirit in the

wilderness or that He grew in the Holy Spirit while there.

Jesus, “being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned from the

Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness” (Luke

4:1). Jesus was already filled to complete fullness before He

entered the time of temptation.

Jesus was not diminished in any way by the encounter

with the devil during those forty days and nights. The devil

gave Jesus his best shots, and Jesus rebuffed every one.

There was no one moment in which Jesus was operating in

anything less than the full power of the Holy Spirit.



Did Jesus Give Up the Spirit on the

Cross?

 

No, He gave up His earthly sinless life as a sacrifice for our

sins. He died as the Son of God. We have no mention in the

Scriptures that Jesus lost or gave up the Holy Spirit upon

His crucifixion, at the time of His resurrection, or at the

time of His ascension to the Father. He is filled with the

Holy Spirit always. There has never been a moment

throughout the ages when it has been otherwise. This

permanent, unchanging presence of the Holy Spirit in

Jesus’ life qualifies Him as a member of the holy Trinity.

Jesus said repeatedly to His disciples that He didn’t do

anything that He didn’t see the Father doing (John 5:19);

He and the Father were one (John 10:30); and He knew the

Father just as the Father knew Him (John 10:15). Jesus’

entire ministry was marked by the fullness of the Holy

Spirit.

How does the Holy Spirit do the same things for us that

He did through Christ?

If a Christian has the same Holy Spirit within him that

Jesus had, what does this suggest about our power over

temptation?

The Holy Spirit and the Birth of the

Church

On the day of Pentecost, Jesus sent His own Spirit, the Holy

Spirit, to infill His church—His body of believers—just as

His earthly physical body had once been filled. All believers

in Christ are now His body:



For as the body is one and has many members, but all

the members of that one body, being many, are one

body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all

baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks,

whether slaves or free—and have all been made to

drink into one Spirit.

—1 Corinthians 12:12–13

On the day of Pentecost (the fiftieth day after the

Passover feast), the Father extended the same Holy Spirit

that resided in Jesus to infill all who believed and accepted

what Jesus did on the cross. He sealed their redemption in

so doing. (See Eph. 1:13.) The glorious event of the Holy

Spirit coming to Jesus’ disciples marks the birthday of the

church. It is the beginning of a new and lasting

manifestation of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit in us is the life of Christ in us. It is His

Spirit, in His body (ours individually and ours collectively

as we are connected to other believers). And just as the

Holy Spirit never departed from the life of Christ Jesus, so

the Holy Spirit never departs from us. What a marvelous

blessing He has made available to us—a blessing unknown

by all who lived prior to the Cross!

What does it mean to be a member of the body of

Christ?

What does it mean that we “have all been made to drink

into one Spirit”? What does the verb “drink” suggest about

the Spirit’s presence in our lives?

Why Don’t We Feel His Presence

Always?

 



You may say, “If the Holy Spirit doesn’t depart from me,

why don’t I always feel His presence?” There are many

reasons. Sin limits the work of the Holy Spirit within you.

The Lord may be chastising you or disciplining you in a

certain way, and you may not feel the approval of the Holy

Spirit until you conform to God’s will for you. At times you

may be too caught up in your activities and schedule to

spend time with the Holy Spirit. None of these

circumstances is an indication that the Spirit has departed

from you. On the contrary, if there has been any

“departing,” it is your own doing.

Feelings rise and fall, come and go—but the Spirit does

not. In other words, we may feel the Spirit in one time and

place, and not in another time and place—not because of

who He is in us, but because of the capricious nature of our

human emotions.

And finally, the Holy Spirit grants special endowments of

His presence and power at certain times. There are

anointings associated with some ministry tasks and

responsibilities. There are times when the Holy Spirit

chooses to reveal Himself to us in powerful ways to

encourage us, give us boldness, or cause us to take a

specific action. This does not mean that the Holy Spirit

comes and goes from us; rather, we more readily or more

powerfully experience His presence and power in us at

certain times.

You are sealed as Christ’s own forever by the Holy Spirit

the moment you confess your sins and receive the Father’s

forgiveness. It’s up to you to abide in His presence, for He

certainly is abiding in you.

Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of

you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the

remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the

Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your

children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the

Lord our God will call.”



—Acts 2:38–39

Why is the Holy Spirit referred to as a “gift”? What does

this teach about His character? His availability?

What is required of a person to receive the Holy Spirit?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: God gives His Spirit to all Christians—

permanently.

Tomorrow: I will praise the Father for the tremendous

gift of His Spirit in my life.



Lesson 5

Relying on the Holy Spirit in

Prayer

In This Lesson

Learning: What is the purpose of prayer?

Growing: What if I don’t know how to pray?

Do you struggle in prayer? If you do, you aren’t alone.

Every Christian I know struggles at times in prayer,

wondering, “How should I pray for this situation or this

person? What is the Father’s will in this instance? How

should I express myself to the Father to convey what I

really mean?” At times, our emotions run too deep for

words, and we are therefore at a loss for words in prayer.

At other times, we are confused by what we see as

conflicting possibilities or problems. At still other times, we

feel under such heavy assault from the devil that we seem

to be fighting for our very lives, and all we can voice is a

desperate cry for help!

Have you ever stopped to recognize that Jesus, in His

humanity, struggled with prayer? Jesus knew that He had

come to the earth to be the all-sufficient atonement for sin.

He said to His disciples during the final week of His life,

The hour has come that the Son of Man should be

glorified. Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of



wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains alone;

but if it dies, it produces much grain.… Now My soul is

troubled, and what shall I say? “Father, save Me from

this hour”? But for this purpose I came to this hour.

“Father, glorify Your name.”

—John 12:23–24, 27–28

Even with this knowledge and resolve, Jesus struggled.

Matthew tells us that, in the final hours before His betrayal

by Judas, Jesus agonized in prayer in the Garden of

Gethsemane. He admitted to His disciples, “My soul is

exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay here and watch

with Me.” Jesus prayed that, if at all possible, He might be

spared His crucifixion. Yet His ultimate prayer was, “O My

Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink

it, Your will be done.” (See Matt. 26:37–42.) Luke adds that

Jesus was in such agony as He prayed that “His sweat

became like great drops of blood falling down to the

ground” (Luke 22:44).

Yes, Jesus struggled with prayer. So do we if prayer

means anything at all to us and if we feel a burden to

intercede for others. And yet, in those times of struggle, the

apostle Paul taught, we can take heart because “The Spirit

also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we

should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes

intercession for us with groanings which cannot be

uttered” (Rom. 8:26).

The Holy Spirit dwells within us to help us in our prayer

lives! We can count on Him to make our prayers effective.

What does Paul mean when he says, “We do not know

what we should pray for as we ought”? When have you felt

that way?

What “weaknesses” does the Holy Spirit help with when

it comes to prayer?



As We Pray

Jesus said that He would send a Helper to us—One who

would be with us, in us, and upon us. He guides our prayers

in very specific ways as we pray—by teaching us the

meaning of God’s Word and the words of Jesus as they

apply to our particular situation, by reminding us of God’s

commandments and promises, by speaking to us of what

Jesus did in His lifetime and through His death, by

convicting us of sin, by guiding us into the way of

righteousness before the Father, and by giving us the

ability to judge right from wrong.

But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you

from the Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from

the Father, He will testify of Me.

—John 15:26

What does Jesus mean when He says that the Holy Spirit

will “testify” of Him? What does this have to do with

prayer?

Why is the Holy Spirit called “the Spirit of truth”? What

does this have to do with prayer?

Praying Within the Father’s Will for

Us

Our desire as Christians must always be to pray within the

will of the Father for us. The Father’s will includes all that

is beneficial and good for us personally, and all that is

beneficial and good for all His children—simultaneously

and eternally. His plan is greater than our ability to



understand it; His purposes for our lives are beyond our

comprehension. How, then, do we pray within the Father’s

will?

If we are praying for unsaved people, our prayer should

be that they come to accept Jesus Christ as their personal

Savior and then to follow Him as their Lord. If we are

praying for fellow believers in Christ Jesus, certain things

are always within the will of the Father. We have a good

model for this in Paul’s letter to the Philippians, in which he

tells the Philippians what he prays for them:

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,

always in every prayer of mine making request for you

all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the

first day until now, being confident of this very thing,

that He who has begun a good work in you will

complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.… And this I

pray, that your love may abound still more and more in

knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve

the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere

and without offense till the day of Christ, being filled

with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus

Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

—Philippians 1:3–6, 9–11

We can pray these things for all believers at all times, in

all situations:

That Christ will complete the work in them that He has

started

That their love may abound

That they may grow in knowledge and discernment

That they may live sincere lives as they follow Christ,

never bringing offense to His name



That they may be filled with the fruits of righteousness

That their lives may bring glory and praise to God

Colossians provides another model prayer that we can

always pray for our fellow believers in God’s will:

[We] do not cease to pray for you, and to ask that you

may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all

wisdom and spiritual understanding; that you may walk

worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in

every good work and increasing in the knowledge of

God; strengthened with all might, according to His

glorious power, for all patience and longsuffering with

joy; giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to

be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the

light.

—Colossians 1:9–12

It is God’s will that our fellow believers know God’s will,

have God’s wisdom, grow in spiritual understanding, walk

in righteousness, bear fruit, grow in intimacy with the Lord,

and be strong, patient, and joyful. I encourage you to use

these prayers as your basic pattern of intercession for

others.

Do you thank God for the Christian friends in your life?

Why might this be within God’s will for your prayer life?

Put the following prayer items into your own words,

then pray for others this week:

Filled with knowledge of God’s will:

Filled with wisdom:

Filled with spiritual understanding:

Walk worthy of the Lord:

Fruitful in every good work:

Strengthened with all might:



Grow in intimacy with the Lord:

When We Don’t Know What to Pray

Our struggle to pray within the will of the Father occurs

most often when we don’t know how to pray. Several years

ago, I visited a woman in the hospital. She was very ill, and

she asked me to pray for her healing. I tried to pray as she

requested, but I found myself praying for everything but

healing. In my spirit, I had a growing knowledge that

healing was not God’s plan for her. He was about to call her

home. Sure enough, she died the next day.

In the difficult times when we don’t know how to pray, or

we find ourselves stopped from praying what we had

intended to pray, Paul tells us that the Holy Spirit “helps in

our weaknesses” (Rom. 8:26). This phrase in Greek literally

means that the Holy Spirit shares the load. He gets up

under the burden that we feel about our lives or others’

lives, and He helps carry the prayer.

This same Greek word for help is used in Luke 10 where

we read that Martha was distracted from sitting at Jesus’

feet because she was concerned about getting a meal on

the table. She asked Jesus to tell her sister to help her in

the serving preparations. (See Luke 10:40.)

The implication in both places is that the help is

practical in nature. Martha is “cumbered about” (as the

King James Version says) with serving her guests. This

phrase implies that she was running in circles. That’s the

way we often feel in our prayers, isn’t it? We run all around

the problem, hoping to corral it. We can trust the Holy

Spirit to help us in a practical way—to guide us very

specifically into God’s answers and solutions so that we are

praying in the will of the Father.



The Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not

know what we should pray for as we ought, but the

Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings

which cannot be uttered.”

—Romans 8:26

What does it mean that the Holy Spirit “makes

intercession for us”?

Why does He intercede “with groanings which cannot be

uttered”? How is that comforting when you don’t know

what to pray?

What Must We Do to Receive the Holy

Spirit’s Help?

 

We need to ask for it. Ask for His help before you pray. Ask

for His help as you pray. Don’t allow yourself to become

discouraged. When you are most discouraged about prayer,

don’t give in—that’s the very time when you need to pray!

Jesus promised that our Helper is always available and is

instantly accessible. He is never out of the office when we

need Him.

God values our prayers. Furthermore, He commands us

to pray. Prayer is part of God’s plan for accomplishing His

purposes on this earth. We didn’t design this plan for

prayer, God did—and He wants us to succeed in prayer.

That’s why He helps us in it.

The Holy Spirit Understands



The Holy Spirit understands everything you think, feel, or

experience. Paul says that the Spirit searches our hearts

and knows the mind of the Father (Rom. 8:27). He sees

with absolute clarity what we need and what the Father

desires to give. The Holy Spirit understands three things

simultaneously:

1. The situation that we are facing. He sees its origins.

He knows all the facets and all the details.

2. Our needs within the situation. Paul wrote: “What

then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can

be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but

delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also

freely give us all things?” (Rom. 8:31–32). We have

everything that we need to do everything that He has

called us to do.

3. The plan of God. First Corinthians 2:9–10 tells us,

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have entered into

the heart of man the things which God has prepared for

those who love Him.” But God has revealed them to us

through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things,

yes, the deep things of God.

As we pray, the Holy Spirit reveals the plan of God to us.

We pray for everything that we can think of, and then we

pause and listen for God to speak to us. We very likely

won’t hear Him speak with an audible voice, but suddenly

we think of additional things to pray about. We pray for

these things, and then we listen again. We continue this

process, and we begin to receive knowledge from the Holy

Spirit. We have a sense of resolution, of peace. We have

deep assurance that God is answering us and that He is in

control. At times, we may have clear direction—we know

what to do, when to take action, and how to pursue God’s

answer.

We must receive this knowledge by faith and thank the

Lord for it, expressing our gratitude and our intention to

act on what the Lord has revealed to us. If we have



misunderstood what the Lord has said to us, we can rest

assured that He will be quick to correct us if we remain

open to the leading and guiding of His Spirit.

Paul taught the Corinthians: “Now we have received, not

the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that

we might know the things that have been freely given to us

by God” (1 Cor. 2:12). As we pray, we may also find that

certain ideas or words come to our minds. They may be

words of Scripture or of comfort, or a message that has

meaning to our specific situation. These things eventually

form a pattern that is meaningful to us and represents

God’s answer to our need.

What is “the spirit of the world”? How is it different from

the Holy Spirit?

What things “have been freely given to us by God”? How

do these gifts affect your prayer life?

Groanings of Intercession

Paul said that the Holy Spirit “makes intercession for us

with groanings which cannot be uttered” (Rom. 8:26). The

Holy Spirit does not carry our words of prayer to Jesus

Christ, who in turn presents our petitions to the Father on

the basis of His shed blood. Rather, the Holy Spirit carries

the meaning of prayer to the Father. The Holy Spirit deals

with us at the deepest levels of our being, and He knows

what we truly need and desire. Regardless of what we may

say with our lips, the Spirit knows what we mean in our

hearts. He intercedes for us at that level, which is deeper

than words.

The Holy Spirit then reveals to us the Father’s response

in ways that we understand, although we may not be able

to express that response in words. We may know, deep



within, that things are going to be all right, that an answer

is on its way, that we can rest assured that the prayer has

been heard and God is responding with compassion and

love. This means that we can never pray for the wrong

thing. The Holy Spirit sees beyond our superficial

understanding to the real issue that needs resolving. His

answer to us is on the basis of our need and on God’s plan.

Therefore, His prayer for us and His answer to us are

always in keeping with the will of the Father for us.

Intercessory Prayer for Others

Sometimes, we feel impressed to pray for people who are

far away from us or for people that we do not know. At

other times, we can’t seem to get a person’s name off our

minds, and we feel compelled to pray on the person’s

behalf.

If the Father knows all that is needed, and He knows His

plan, what is the purpose in praying? The Father certainly

can act without our prayers. The fact is, He hasn’t chosen

to do so. He invites our prayers, and He uses our prayers.

When we intercede for others, our faith is built up in the

process. We see how God has answered, and we grow in

our confidence that God sees and cares about every detail

of our lives. There is a great reward in cooperating with the

Holy Spirit in prayer. That reward is manifested in the lives

of those for whom you pray as well as in your life.

But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most

holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in

the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus

Christ unto eternal life.

—Jude 1:20–21



What does it mean to be “building yourselves up on your

most holy faith”? How is this done?

In light of all that we have considered in this lesson,

what does it mean to be “praying in the Holy Spirit”?

What does it mean to “keep yourselves in the love of

God”?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit keeps us in constant contact,

through prayer, with the Father.

Tomorrow: I will spend extra time in prayer this week to

understand the Father’s will.



Lesson 6

Avoiding Sin Against the Holy

Spirit

In This Lesson

Learning: How is sin against the Holy Spirit

different from other sin?

Growing: What if I’ve committed the

unpardonable sin?

Have you ever sinned against the Holy Spirit? Most

people assume, and correctly so, that it is possible to sin

against God the Father and against Jesus Christ, His Son. It

is equally correct to assume that we can sin against the

Holy Spirit. In fact, all sins are against the Trinity. We sin

against God.

The New Testament describes three specific ways,

however, in which our actions are directly against the Holy

Spirit: (1) quenching the Holy Spirit, (2) grieving the Holy

Spirit, and (3) blaspheming against the Holy Spirit. When

we do these things, we short-circuit His power in our lives.

In this lesson, we will take a look at each of these sins

against the Holy Spirit and how we can avoid them in our

Christian walk.



Quenching the Holy Spirit

Paul states very directly, “Do not quench the Spirit” (1

Thess. 5:19). As we discussed in an earlier lesson, fire has

long been associated with the Holy Spirit. On the day of

Pentecost, one of the manifestations of the Spirit was the

appearance of “divided tongues, as of fire” resting on each

person present. (See Acts 2:3.) Fire, in turn, is associated

with cleansing, light, warmth, energy, refinement, and

purifying. Appropriately, the word quench means “to stifle

or put out.” Paul is saying, “Don’t put out the fire of the

Holy Spirit in your life. Don’t throw cold water on the fire

of God in your heart.”

We can never throw enough cold water on the fire of

God to put out His fire completely in our lives. We cannot

banish the Holy Spirit from our lives once we have

confessed Christ. He has indwelled us and sealed our

redemption. But we can impede the effectiveness of the

Holy Spirit working in our lives. We can override His will,

reject His promptings, or ignore His presence with us.

Have you ever been in the room with another person

who ignored you completely? We say that such a person

gave you the cold shoulder. We can do that to the Holy

Spirit in our lives, and in so doing, we cut short the work

that the Holy Spirit might otherwise do in us. He will not

move beyond our will or beyond our invitation to work in

us. His work in our lives is only as powerful and effective as

we allow it to be. God’s desire for us is that we be strong in

the Holy Spirit—that we accept His full work in our lives

and that we act boldly in the fullness of His power.

Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the

Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance

and supplication for all the saints.



—Ephesians 6:18

What is the difference between prayer and supplication?

Give practical examples of each.

In what way is perseverance needed in prayer?

How Do We Quench the Spirit?

 

The foremost ways that we quench the work of the Holy

Spirit are:

We say no to something that God directs us to do. We

choose our will over His will. We choose to go our own way.

The Holy Spirit can do nothing to help us and to keep us in

the center of God’s plan and purpose for our lives if we

willfully turn away from His leading and choose to pursue

our own desires. He will not help us do something that He

knows is contrary to God’s best for us.

We can ignore His presence. Again, this is a matter of

the will. We can go about living our lives and refuse to

acknowledge His help, invite His help, or accept His help.

We can sin repeatedly. Our sin causes the Holy Spirit to

abandon any positive implementation for our blessing so

that He might convict us of our sin. When we sin, we evoke

the chastisement of the Holy Spirit in our lives. He cannot

reward our unfaithfulness. He cannot participate in our

rebellion. We quench His eager desire to produce good

fruit in us.

What Can We Do?

 

We can choose to keep our relationship kindled with the

Spirit. Anyone who has ever camped or had a fireplace

knows that it’s easier to keep a fire burning than it is to



build one. Maintain your ongoing relationship with the Holy

Spirit. Talk to Him daily, just as you might pray to God the

Father. Recognize His presence. Ask for His help. Invite

Him to lead and guide you into right paths and right

decisions.

When you sin, be quick to respond to His convicting

nudges in your life. Confess your sin immediately, and

repent of it, turning back to the way that you know God

wants you to walk. When the Holy Spirit prompts you to

move in a certain direction, say yes. Don’t hesitate.

Respond quickly to say what He compels you to say or do

what He leads you to do. Choose to stay strong in the Lord.

Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.

—Ephesians 6:10

Give practical examples of what it means to “be strong

in the Lord and in the power of His might”.

How can these practical steps help you to avoid sinning

against the Holy Spirit?

Grieving the Holy Spirit

A second way in which we short-circuit the work of the

Holy Spirit is through grieving Him. Paul wrote, “Do not

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for

the day of redemption” (Eph. 4:30). This admonition is

embedded within a passage in which Paul admonished the

believers in Ephesus to “no longer walk as the rest of the

Gentiles walk” but to “put on the new man which was

created according to God, in true righteousness and

holiness” (Eph. 4:17, 24). He told them to put away from

their lives lying (v. 25), anger (v. 26), stealing (v. 28), and

corrupt speech (v. 29). He summed up his statement to



them: “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil

speaking be put away from you, with all malice. And be

kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,

even as God in Christ forgave you” (vv. 31-32).

We grieve the Holy Spirit when we disobey God’s

commandments and when we choose to act in unrighteous

ways. In other words, we know what to do and then choose

to do the opposite. The Ephesians knew that it was not

godly to lie, steal, be angry with one another, or speak

cutting words to one another. They knew that such things

gave “place to the devil” (v. 27).

Paul lived and ministered among the Ephesians for two

years, and his ministry had a powerful impact on the city of

Ephesus—and yet he had to remind the Christians not to do

those things! It was as if he had to go back to square one

with them. When the Ephesians broke the most obvious of

God’s commandments, they caused sorrow in the Holy

Spirit. Paul said, “Your behavior breaks the heart of God.”

The Holy Spirit is grieved because He loves us and He

deeply desires to reward us, bless us, and see good fruit

produced in us. He knows that sin destroys us and causes

negative consequences in our lives. When we know that

loved ones are doing something that will cause them harm,

we are grieved. So is He.

How Can We Avoid Grieving the Holy

Spirit?

 

We can choose to keep God’s commandments and to lead a

disciplined life. When we sin, we must confess the sin

immediately and repent of it, changing our minds and our

behavior to conform to God’s statutes. As we ask the Holy

Spirit to lead us and help us on a daily basis, we have His



help in our Christian walk. He keeps our footing sure. He

gives us the courage to withstand temptation.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you

were sealed for the day of redemption. Let all

bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be

put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one

another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as

God in Christ forgave you.

—Ephesians 4:30–32

Define each of the following in your own words, with

examples:

Bitterness:

Wrath:

Anger:

Clamor:

Define each of the following in your own words, with

examples:

Be kind:

Tenderhearted:

Forgiving:

Blaspheming Against the Holy Spirit

In Matthew 12, we read about a confrontation between

Jesus and the Pharisees, some of the religious leaders who

were plotting to destroy Him because of the miracles that

He had done on the Sabbath. Jesus knew what the

Pharisees were up to, and what their real motivations were,

but He continued His work among the people and healed a

man who was demon-possessed and could not see or hear.

There was no doubt that the man had been healed and

delivered in a powerful way.



The Pharisees were intent on destroying the credibility

of Jesus, and they insisted that He had healed by the power

of Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons. Jesus replied, “Every

kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation”

(Matt. 12:25). In other words, Satan isn’t going to empower

or inspire anybody to do something that is good. Satan

would be setting up his own downfall.

The Pharisees were also making a statement about God

—that God would not empower someone like Jesus to do

good on the Sabbath. They were saying that God is content

to let people starve or suffer on the Sabbath, to allow

people to remain demon-possessed, unable to see or hear.

But the ruler of the demons, Beelzebub, is willing to see

such people helped and healed. They had completely

turned upside down the truth about God and the devil.

Jesus said to them, “He who is not with Me is against

Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters abroad”

(Matt. 12:30). And then He added:

Therefore I say to you, every sin and blasphemy will be

forgiven men, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will

not be forgiven men. Anyone who speaks a word

against the Son of Man, it will be forgiven him; but

whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit, it will not be

forgiven him, either in this age or in the age to come.

—Matthew 12:31–32

Jesus was saying, “You can say what you will about Me,

but don’t speak such perversion about the Spirit of God.

When you blaspheme against God in that way, you are

saying that God does not desire to forgive and deliver

people. And as long as you believe that and teach that to

others, you won’t be able to experience His forgiveness and

deliverance. If you don’t believe that God wants to forgive

people and restore people to wholeness, you will never be



open to the sacrifice that I will make on the cross of

Calvary.”

Those words of Jesus were to the Pharisees, people who

had put themselves into sharp conflict with Him and who

were plotting His destruction. Those words were spoken to

them before the death of Jesus on the cross and before His

resurrection. Those words were spoken as a warning to the

Pharisees to let them know that He knew the full intent of

their hearts and the full meaning of their claims. This sin of

blaspheming against the Holy Spirit is called an

unpardonable sin in this passage.

First, let me assure you that if you have any concern

about having committed the unpardonable sin, there is no

way that you have committed it. Second, this is the only

time that we find these words in the Scriptures and the

message is solely to the Pharisees who were cutting

themselves off from the possibility of acknowledging Jesus

as their Savior and Lord. At no other time in the New

Testament, however, do we find mention of an

unpardonable sin. There are no warnings against it or

teachings about it. To the contrary, numerous passages of

Scripture announce that God’s forgiveness is freely given

and readily available for the asking.

If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,

and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, He is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us

from all unrighteousness.

—1 John 1:8–9

How do these verses prove that you cannot commit a sin

which God isn’t willing to forgive? How does the simple act

of acknowledging your sin make you eligible for

forgiveness?

On what basis does God forgive sins? Is there anything,

besides confessing, that you must do?



We should not concern ourselves with the question of

whether it is unpardonable to blaspheme against the Holy

Spirit. We should focus on the more important issue: When

we refuse to receive the forgiveness that God freely offers,

we put ourselves into an unpardonable state. We can die in

an unpardonable state, but it won’t be because we have

committed an unpardonable sin.

No sin is unforgivable on this side of death. It is equally

true that no sin can be forgiven on the other side of the

grave. Refusing to believe in the forgiveness made

available to us by the death of Christ brings about

everlasting death. Accepting what Jesus did on the cross—

believing in Him as Savior—brings about everlasting life.

In like manner, when we willfully turn away from God

and pursue the lusts of the flesh, we tie the hands of the

Holy Spirit in our lives. He will not force us to experience

God’s will for us. He will convict us of our sin, speak to us

of Jesus, and chastise us for our rebellion, but He will not

override our choices.

Because you are a Christian, your rebellion will not put

you into an unpardonable state, but it will put you into a

miserable state! You cannot be happy or know the fullness

of God’s joy, peace, and blessings if you are in sin and

refuse God’s forgiveness. You will be cut off from the

fullness of your potential and the maximum blessing that

God has for you in achieving your destiny in Him. And you

will remain in that miserable state until you confess your

sins to God and receive His forgiveness.

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

—Romans 6:23

What does Paul mean when he says that the wages of sin

is death? How are wages different from gifts?



What is required of a person to receive eternal life,

according to this verse? What is the one thing that can

prevent a person from receiving that gift?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: My sinful behavior can grieve and quench the

Holy Spirit.

Tomorrow: I will ask the Lord to show me areas in my

life that need to be more holy.



Lesson 7

Reproducing Christ’s

Character in Us

In This Lesson

Learning: What is meant by the fruit of the

Spirit?

Growing: How is the fruit of the Spirit

obtained?

How can you identify a Christian? The Bible’s answer is

that a Christian will bear the fruit of the Holy Spirit—a

Christian will display the same character qualities that

Jesus Christ displayed during His life on this earth. Fruit is

the outward expression that we are true followers of Jesus

Christ. The theme of fruit-bearing is important in the

ministry of Jesus. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said:

Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves. You

will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes

from thornbushes or figs from thistles? Even so, every

good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad

fruit. A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad

tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good

fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by

their fruits you will know them.



—Matthew 7:15–20

Jesus repeated this teaching in positive terms to His

disciples:

I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.

Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes

away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that

it may bear more fruit.… Abide in Me, and I in you. As

the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in

the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am

the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me,

and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can

do nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast

out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them

and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. If

you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will

ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. By

this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so

you will be My disciples.

—John 15:1–2, 4–8

Without a doubt, Jesus expects us to bear fruit in our

lives—the fruit of His likeness.

Why does a gardener prune a branch that already bears

fruit? What does this accomplish?

What does pruning involve? How might this feel to the

vine? What might it involve in a person’s life?

Peter Was a Fruit-Bearer

Peter is a great example of the Holy Spirit’s working in a

person’s life to bear fruit. Peter had followed Jesus closely

for nearly three years. He had been a witness to His many



miracles. He had heard His sermons. He had watched His

life. Peter had even walked on water with Jesus! But in the

aftermath of Jesus’ arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane,

Peter denied three times that he knew his beloved Master.

But after Peter received the Holy Spirit on the day of

Pentecost, he preached one of the most powerful sermons

in the Scriptures and said to the very ones to whom he

hadn’t previously dared to open his mouth:

Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a

Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and

signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you

yourselves also know—Him, being delivered by the

determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you

have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to

death

—Acts 2:22–23

Those are not the words of a timid man. Those are words

of bold proclamation. Peter was bearing good fruit!

Two Types of Fruit

Two types of fruit are indicated in the teachings of

Scripture. The first is the fruit of works and deeds. Jesus

cites this type of fruit in Matthew 7, where the false

prophets are known by their evil words and deeds. The

second type of fruit is of character. This inner fruit is the

more important since what we do is always a natural

overflow of who we are. We may be able to hide our bad

character behind good deeds for a while, but eventually our

true character will display itself.

Galatians 5:19-23 describes the character traits that the

Lord wants us to have:



Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry,

sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of

wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy,

murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which

I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time

past, that those who practice such things will not

inherit the kingdom of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is

love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,

faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there

is no law.

God’s standard for fruit bearing is righteousness, purity,

and obedience to God’s moral law. Paul repeatedly warned

the gentile Christians that there is no provision whatsoever

in the gospel for impurity. There is no license to sin.

Define the following fruit in your own words, giving

examples of each:

Love:

Joy:

Peace:

Longsuffering:

Kindness:

Goodness:

Faithfulness:

Gentleness:

Self-control:

The Nature of Fruit Bearing

I want you to note some aspects of fruit-bearing in the

Scriptures.

First, we are commanded to bear fruit. This is not an

option. The words of Jesus and the writers of the New



Testament are commands. Abide in Me. Bear fruit. Walk in

the Spirit. Make the tree good.

Second, we are to bear good fruit. We have a choice in

the type of fruit that we will produce, and both Jesus and

Paul admonish us to bear fruit that is recognized as good

by God, saint, and sinner alike.

Good fruit is beautiful to behold—it is almost irresistible.

Good fruit is also sound; it isn’t damaged by disease or

bruising. Good fruit bears within it healthy seeds that

produce new life. In spiritual terms, good fruit draws

others to Christ and is not tainted by sin. Such fruit has

within it something that will last forever. Only the work of

the Holy Spirit is truly good, for only His work is eternal

and completely without blemish, compelling others to

accept Christ Jesus as their Savior.

Fruit that is produced by the Holy Spirit has the same

quality of goodness that is found in the Spirit Himself. In

Jesus’ analogy of the vine, the Holy Spirit is the life force

flowing through the vine and producing fruit within us.

Jesus was indwelled by the same Holy Spirit who now

indwells us, and we produce the same good fruit in our

lives that was manifested in Jesus’ life.

The Holy Spirit is the source of any goodness in us. We

may think that we are good people, but we are not good—

apart from the Holy Spirit and the life of Christ that He is

producing in us. Our pride causes us to think that we can

produce goodness on our own.

Third, we are to bear much fruit. Our lives are to be

overflowing with the fruit of the Spirit. Our character is to

be overflowing with the goodness of Christ Jesus. Our love

is to be abundant, our joy is to be exuberant, our peace is

to be all-encompassing, and so forth. We are to be

continually at work in God’s kingdom, doing whatever the

Lord leads us to do to the best of our ability and with the

maximum effort.



The fruit mentioned in Galatians 5:22 is singular—the

“fruit” of the Spirit, not the “fruits” of the Spirit. When we

receive the life of the Holy Spirit within us, we get all of the

Holy Spirit. Thus, all of His traits become our traits. He

doesn’t award them to us bit by bit. We receive the full

nature of the Holy Spirit. The abundance of fruit that we

manifest, however, is subject to the will. We can refuse to

do what the Spirit prompts us to do.

I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill

the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts against the

Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are

contrary to one another, so that you do not do the

things that you wish.

—Galatians 5:16–17

How does the flesh lust against the Spirit? How does the

Spirit lust against the flesh?

What does it mean to walk in the Spirit, in practical

terms?

What About the Unfruitful?

 

Jesus said that every branch that doesn’t produce is taken

away or, as some translations say, “cast away” (John 15:2).

There are two possible interpretations for this phrase “cast

away.” One is to be lifted up off the ground. In the Middle

East, the branches of vines are often left to grow close to

the ground rather than trained on wires or trellises as they

are in Europe and the United States. To “cast away” or

“take away” a branch can mean to lift up the branch to

train it along a stake or wire. To “cast away” can also mean

to cut off and discard. In either case, the vine is moved or

removed from its current position.



In the lives of unbelievers, these words should hold a

stinging conviction. Those who don’t abide in Christ are

subject either to being lifted up (which can mean that they

confess Christ and are saved and made fruitful) or to being

removed by death. If they don’t abide in Christ, they are

subject to change—either positive or negative.

Some people try to act as if they are producing fruit.

They go through the motions of attending church, doing

church work, claiming to pray and read God’s Word. They’ll

do their best to convince you that they are people of good

character. But they aren’t connected to the Vine. They have

never been born again and, as a result, they do not receive

the life-giving, fruit-bearing sustenance of the Holy Spirit.

They have not been grafted into Christ. Eventually, their

state is revealed. The branches wither and are cast away.

If you have any doubt about whether you are grafted

into Christ Jesus, confess to God that you are a sinner, and

ask for His forgiveness today. Receive what He freely offers

to give you. Then repent of your old ways and rely on the

Holy Spirit to produce genuine fruit in your life.

If you are a believer and you are not producing much

good fruit in your life, the Lord is not going to remove you

from Himself. But He is going to continue to convict you of

any sin in your life until you let it go, ask for forgiveness,

and invite the Lord to cast your sin away from you. The

Lord also says that those who are bearing fruit are subject

to being pruned so that they will bear more fruit.

Sin can stop the flow of the Spirit in our lives and result

in dead wood in our souls. Neglecting the things of God can

cause dead wood. We can become so busy, and have our

priorities so out of line, that the flow of the Spirit is

thwarted and part of us seems to die out. If any of these

conditions applies to you today, confess that to the Lord,

repent of your behavior, receive His forgiveness, and make

a new start in your life. Choose to bear much fruit. Invite

the pruning work of the Holy Spirit into your life. Ask Him



to show you in which areas you need to change your mind

and your behavior.

But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let

it not even be named among you, as is fitting for saints;

neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse

jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of

thanks. For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean

person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any

inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

—Ephesians 5:3–5

Define each of the following in your own words, with

examples:

Fornication:

Covetousness:

Filthiness:

Foolish talking:

Coarse jesting:

The Pruning Process

Pruning can be painful. It can seem drastic at times. Early

in my ministry, I pastored a church in Fruitland, North

Carolina. One day I called on a member of our

congregation who was in his apple orchard, pruning an

apple tree. I was shocked at how severely he was pruning

the tree, and I said to him, “You’re going to kill that tree.”

He looked at me with the eyes of many years of experience

and said, “You stick to preaching and I’ll do the pruning.”

At times, you may feel as if God is killing you with the

severity of His pruning, but be encouraged. He is getting

ready for a great harvest of fruit in your life.



My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various

trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces

patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that

you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

—James 1:2–4

In what ways can “the testing of your faith” produce

patience?

When you find yourself in the middle of a trial, what is

your initial response? What is required to “count it all joy”?

Fruit-bearing was never intended to be difficult. A

cluster of grapes doesn’t have to work at becoming sweet

or ripe, and neither do we. The fruit-bearing in our lives is

automatic if we remain in the Vine. Our job is to abide; His

job is to produce fruit in us. As long as we stay true to the

Lord, walk in obedience to Him, and allow Him to have

control over our lives, the fruit in us grows naturally and

according to His time schedule.

We can’t force fruit to grow. We can only cling to Jesus

and choose to follow the daily leading of the Holy Spirit in

our lives. Our heavenly Father is the Vinedresser. Jesus is

the Vine. The Holy Spirit is the life-giving force flowing

through the Vine. We are the branches that bear His fruit.

By this we know that we love the children of God, when

we love God and keep His commandments. For this is

the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And

His commandments are not burdensome.

—1 John 5:2–3

What commandments might the Holy Spirit be calling

you to keep more carefully? What will you do differently

this week?

Why does John link love of “the children of God” with

love of God Himself? How does this relate to the two

greatest commandments? (See Matthew 22:38–40.)



Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit brings the full character of God

into my life.

Tomorrow: I will prayerfully work on increasing the fruit

of the Spirit this week.



Lesson 8

Relying on the Spirit for

Spiritual Gifts

In This Lesson

Learning: What’s the difference between

spiritual gifts and natural talents?

Growing: What are my spiritual gifts?

Do you feel inadequate in your ability to serve others?

Do you feel incapable of ministry? Do you wish that your

ministry to others might be more effective? I have good

news for you today! You are not alone in your ministry. The

Holy Spirit will equip you for ministry and then help you do

it. The results are completely in His hands, and what the

Holy Spirit does is always successful and effective. Paul

wrote, “He who calls you is faithful, who also will do it” (1

Thess. 5:24).

“But,” you may say, “I’m not sure that now is the right

time for me to be part of a ministry to others or to take on

any service to others.” Now is always the time in God’s

eyes. If you refuse to give yourself to others, you will miss

the blessing that comes from giving on earth and you will

miss a blessing in heaven. Of equal importance, you will be

a hindrance to the work of God. The Lord is counting on

you to minister to others, which means to serve others, give



to others, help others. That’s part of the life in Christ that

He has ordained for you.

Many people think of ministry only in terms of full-time

church work or work as a missionary or in a church-related

organization. Ministry occurs any time we do something in

the name of Jesus for the benefit of others. Jesus was very

clear on this point:

“I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and

you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me

in; I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you

visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.” Then

the righteous will answer Him, saying, “Lord, when did

we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You

drink? When did we see You a stranger and take You in,

or naked and clothe You? Or when did we see You sick,

or in prison, and come to You?” And the King will

answer and say to them, “Assuredly, I say to you,

inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My

brethren, you did it to Me.”

—Matthew 25:35–40

The Lord expects us to be His ministers on earth—to be

His hands and feet. He describes those who follow Him as

His body. We are to do collectively what Jesus did in His

earthly body: minister to others in healing, deliverance, and

preaching good news. And because we are many in number,

our ministry multiplies what Jesus did. We are to be like

Him in character, in thought, in word, and in deed.

When have you given hospitality to strangers or clothed

the poor or fed the hungry? When has someone served you

in that way?

In what ways are we actually serving Jesus when we do

such things for people?

Our ministry is so important to God the Father that He

sent the Holy Spirit upon Jesus’ request to fill us and to



enable us to minister. We minister according to the degree

that we allow the Holy Spirit to work in us. Our ministry is

the ministry of the Holy Spirit. We speak the words, but

they are His words. We take the actions, but they are His

works that He commands us to do. We are the flesh and

bones, the personality and talents; He is the motivation and

the life.

Think for a moment about a doctor who ministers to a

patient. He does his part, prescribing the best treatment

and medicine that he knows. He performs surgery if that is

required, or sets broken bones or stitches wounds. But only

God can heal a sick or injured body. Only God can cause life

to overtake disease and death and cause a sick person to

become whole again. The same goes for our work in

ministering to others. We do all that we can under the

direction of the Holy Spirit, but the results of that ministry

are His results and His alone. He causes ministry to take

root and become a living testimony in our lives.

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, Because the

Lord has anointed Me To preach good tidings to the

poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To

proclaim liberty to the captives, And the opening of the

prison to those who are bound; To proclaim the

acceptable year of the Lord, And the day of vengeance

of our God; To comfort all who mourn, To console those

who mourn in Zion, To give them beauty for ashes, The

oil of joy for mourning, The garment of praise for the

spirit of heaviness; That they may be called trees of

righteousness, The planting of the Lord, that He may

be glorified.

—Isaiah 61:1–3

How do you give someone beauty for ashes? Oil of joy

for mourning? Garment of praise for a spirit of heaviness?

When has someone done these things in your life?



The Giver of Gifts

The Holy Spirit is a giver of many gifts to help us in our

ministry. Another way to think of gifts is as enablements or

helps. The Holy Spirit is described by Jesus as our Helper.

He gives us what we need in the form of spiritual gifts to

help us accomplish what He asks us to do.

Spiritual gifts are different from our natural gifts and

talents—the abilities with which we were born. Natural

abilities and talents are gifts of God, but these gifts are

given to us in our humanity. They are not divine or spiritual

gifts, and they never become spiritual gifts. We err if we

believe that our natural gifts automatically become

spiritual gifts when we accept Christ Jesus. They do not.

Our natural gifts remain after we accept Christ, and they

are enhanced or blessed in wonderful ways because of our

relationship with Christ Jesus, but they remain as natural,

human gifts.

We need to explore, develop, and perfect our natural

gifts. God has given them to us to use for His kingdom. We

should never downplay our abilities; rather, we should

develop them to their full potential. The Holy Spirit adds

His unique, divine gifts to our natural talents and abilities.

When we combine what He gives us with what has already

been given to us, and we seek to use both our natural gifts

and the gifts of the Holy Spirit for the Lord’s purposes, we

are serving God with the whole heart, mind, and soul, and

we will be the most effective in our contributions to God’s

kingdom.

What natural talents and abilities do you have? How are

you using them to serve the Lord?

What natural talents do you see in others around you?

How can you encourage them to use them for the Lord?



Gift or Gifts?

 

The Holy Spirit Himself is the gift of the Father to everyone

who believes in Jesus Christ. Paul said to the Corinthians

that other believers within the church longed to be with

them “because of the exceeding grace of God in you.

Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!” (2 Cor. 9:14-

15). That gift is the Holy Spirit, the evidence of God’s grace

in them.

We receive the Holy Spirit as the supreme Gift, and then

He imparts to us of His ability as He wills. We do not

receive spiritual gifts apart from the Gift Giver, the Holy

Spirit.

The gift of the Spirit is the Holy Spirit Himself. The gifts

of the Spirit are the helps, capacities, and endowments that

He bestows on us so that we might accomplish His

purposes. All of the gifts are the property of the Holy Spirit.

We don’t own them. We don’t create or manufacture them.

We don’t grow or produce them. They are His gifts to give.

Types of Spiritual Gifts Given to

Believers

These spiritual gifts are given to people who follow Christ

Jesus. The Holy Spirit does not indwell nonbelievers, so the

gifts of the Holy Spirit are not given to those who have not

confessed their sins and received God’s forgiveness. Three

classifications of gifts are made to the believers in the New

Testament: motivational gifts, gifts given to the church as a

whole, and gifts given for specific situations and

circumstances. The Holy Spirit gives these gifts to us at His

discretion, but He does give gifts to every believer.



The Motivational Gifts of the Spirit

The motivational gifts of the Spirit are identified in Romans

12:4–8:

For as we have many members in one body, but all the

members do not have the same function, so we, being

many, are one body in Christ, and individually members

of one another. Having then gifts differing according to

the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if

prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; or

ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who

teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he

who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence;

he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

Every believer has one of the seven motivational gifts

described by Paul. I’ve listed them with some of the

meanings or interpretations of these gifts as they appear in

other translations of the Bible:

1. Prophecy—forth-telling or the speaking out of God’s

truth

2. Ministry—serving in practical ways (including

hospitality and helping)

3. Teaching—explaining the Word of God so that others

can understand it and apply it to their lives

4. Exhortation—encouraging others to follow Christ

closely and without hesitation

5. Giving—contributing to the needs of others

6. Leadership—having the ability to administer, govern, or

rule

7. Mercy—giving aid to sick and needy persons (including

those who have no merit)



Paul also describes the ways in which we are to use the

gifts: prophecy—with faith; ministry and teaching and

exhortation—with grace; giving—with generosity; leading—

with diligence; and mercy—with cheerfulness.

How do you know which of these gifts you have?

Examine your life. When a problem arises that you know

has a spiritual dimension, what is your first response? Do

you immediately want to speak the truth? Do you start to

provide help, to give, or to organize others? Do you jump in

and act with mercy for people who are hurting? Do you

respond with words of encouragement that others stay

close to the Lord and obey Him explicitly?

Which of these motivational gifts best fits your

personality?

How can you use this gift in the Lord’s service?

Gifts Given to the Church

In addition to the endowments that the Holy Spirit gives to

individual believers, the Holy Spirit gives gifts to the

church as a whole. These gifts are actually people:

He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for

the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for

the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of

God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of

the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be

children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning

craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth



in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the

head—Christ

—Ephesians 4:11–15

The gifts are given to some in the church. They are

called to be:

apostles—those who are trailblazers, leaders of new

ministry outreaches.

prophets—those who tell the truth of God, including the

ultimate consequences of following or failing to follow

God’s will.

evangelists—those who proclaim the gospel of Jesus

Christ and inspire others to believe in Him.

pastors and teachers—those who nurture, prepare, and

teach the believers, equipping them for service to

others.

Not every person is called to one of these roles within

the church, but ministries within a church tend to cluster

around these areas of leadership. For example, you may not

be called to be a pastor/teacher to a congregation of

people, but you may be called by God to serve as a Sunday

school teacher. You are operating in the area of ministry as

a teacher to the body of Christ, under the leadership of one

who is gifted to lead in that area. Or you may serve on an

evangelism team. You are serving in the area of

evangelism, under the leadership of one who has been

gifted to lead in that area.

You will find great fulfillment serving within the area of

ministry to which the Lord calls you. You will find

frustration, disappointment, and dissatisfaction in your



attempts to serve within an area of ministry to which you

are not called by the Holy Spirit.

In which area of ministry do you find the Lord leading

you with the greatest regularity?

How do you feel when you serve in that capacity? How

do you feel when you attempt to serve in other areas?

Gifts Unique to Specific

Circumstances or Times

The New Testament provides a third set of gifts given to

believers by the Holy Spirit. This set of gifts is unique to

particular situations and times. In fact, Paul provided this

list because he desired to see order restored to the services

in the church at Corinth:

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want

you to be ignorant.… There are diversities of gifts, but

the same Spirit. There are differences of ministries, but

the same Lord. And there are diversities of activities,

but it is the same God who works all in all. But the

manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the

profit of all: for to one is given the word of wisdom

through the Spirit, to another the word of knowledge

through the same Spirit, to another faith by the same

Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same Spirit, to

another the working of miracles, to another prophecy,

to another discerning of spirits, to another different

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of

tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these

things, distributing to each one individually as He wills.

For as the body is one and has many members, but all

the members of that one body, being many, are one

body, so also is Christ. For by one Spirit we were all

baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks,



whether slaves or free—and have all been made to

drink into one Spirit.

—1 Corinthians 12:1, 4–13

Paul’s primary concern was not with listing gifts, but

with the point that there is only one Holy Spirit. The

Corinthians had been idol worshipers, pagan Greeks prior

to their conversion to Christ Jesus. They had a different god

for each activity, enterprise, and object. Athens, for

example, was filled with thousands of idols, each with a

specific identity and purpose. Some idol gods were more

valued than others. Paul wanted the Corinthians to

understand that there is only one Holy Spirit—He manifests

Himself in different ways through different individuals as

He wills.

The gifts that Paul cited are specific to particular times

and events. As the church would gather, different gifts

might be manifested depending on the needs of the people

and the problems in the church at that time. Paul wanted

them to understand that all of the gifts come from the same

Holy Spirit, with no one gift being the definitive

manifestation of the Spirit’s presence in their midst.

These gifts are bestowed on the believers so that one

person may be given one gift and another person another

gift. All of the gifts are possible, but none of them is

assured in any one setting or group of people. In like

manner, no one person has his or her identity associated

with a particular gift. In other words, one person is not

expected to be the prophet at all meetings, and another

person the one who gives a word of wisdom. The Holy

Spirit speaks and works through this one, and that one, and

another one at His direction and for His purposes.

The conclusion that we must draw, therefore, is that a

believer may experience one or more of these gifts

operating through him during his lifetime, but not



necessarily with any predictability or regularity, because

the Holy Spirit orchestrates His particular set of gifts to be

in operation in each group of people depending on the

needs in the group.

The Corinthians apparently had a fondness for the more

dramatic gifts, such as healing, tongues, and working

miracles. Paul admonished them in 1 Corinthians 13 that

love is far more important than spiritual gifts, and then in 1

Corinthians 14 he admonished them to desire prophecy as

the foremost gift, so that they might speak the truth of God

with clarity to nonbelievers and believers alike.

In 1 Corinthians 12:1, 4–13 above, why does Paul

frequently reiterate that gifts are “by the same Spirit”?

What does Paul’s metaphor of the Christian body reveal

about the gifts of the Spirit? In what ways can a part of

your body serve different functions at different times?

A Unique Blend

How do all of these gifts fit together for the individual

believer? First, you must discern your motivational gift and

operate in it. Then, you must follow the leading of the Holy

Spirit as He calls you to a particular area of ministry within

the church. As you use your motivational gift in ministry

within the church, you must continually make yourself

available to the Spirit to manifest Himself through you with

one or more of the spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12.

God knows who you are. He knows who He created you

to be and which natural gifts, talents, abilities, and

personality traits He put into your life. He knows which

motivational gift is best suited to you. God knows how to

place us within a body of people to accomplish His ministry.

He will open doors of opportunity for you to minister in a

way that is suited to your natural gifts and your

motivational gift.



Finally, God knows His master plan for this world and

what is needed to fulfill it at any second in history. He

knows the people that He needs in which areas of ministry

at which times and places, and for which purposes.

Therefore, He knows which specific spiritual gift is

necessary at any given time for the accomplishing of His

purposes. The Holy Spirit is the giver of these gifts, and

they are always given at His discretion and for His

purposes. Be open to how and when the Holy Spirit chooses

to use you.

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Are

all workers of miracles? Do all have gifts of healings?

Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? But

earnestly desire the best gifts. And yet I show you a

more excellent way.

—1 Corinthians 12:29–31

What is Paul’s point in these verses? Why is it important

to recognize that nobody has all gifts?

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels,

but have not love, I have become sounding brass or a

clanging cymbal. And though I have the gift of

prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all

knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I could

remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.

And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and

though I give my body to be burned, but have not love,

it profits me nothing.

—1 Corinthians 13:1–3

When have you seen someone exercise a gift without

love? When have you done it yourself? What resulted?

Why is love essential in exercising spiritual gifts? What

would each of the above gifts be like without it?



Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Lord gives many gifts to His children, and

they are to be used to serve others.

Tomorrow: I will ask the Lord to show me the gifts He

has given me and how to use them.



Lesson 9

Making Our Ministries

Effective

In This Lesson

Learning: What is the purpose of spiritual

gifts?

Growing: How should I be serving the body of

Christ?

In the last lesson, we discussed the unique blend of

spiritual gifts that the Holy Spirit bestows on believers in

Christ Jesus. In this lesson we are going to focus on the

reasons that the Holy Spirit gives us these gifts. There are

four main reasons for the bestowal of spiritual gifts in our

lives:

1. They are for the common good of all believers.

2. They equip us for further ministry.

3. They are for our encouragement.

4. They are for our edification.



Ultimately, all of the gifts are intended to be manifested

so that Jesus Christ is lifted up and God the Father is

glorified. Anytime the spiritual gifts call attention to the

ones who are manifesting them, we are in error. All

spiritual gifts belong to God and come from Him, and all

praise should be directed to God for the results or benefits

of these gifts.

Furthermore, we are to hold these gifts and to use them

as good stewards of God’s grace. We are to recognize at all

times that we didn’t create these gifts or authorize their

use, and we have no right to lay claim to them. We are to

use them wisely for the purpose that their true owner, the

Holy Spirit, intended. The servant may use the master’s

utensils, china, and silverware to prepare and serve a

magnificent meal for the benefit of the master’s guests, but

the servant does not own the utensils, china, and

silverware. In like manner, we employ the gifts of the Spirit

for the benefit of others.

This does not mean that we are to take the bestowal of

spiritual gifts lightly. We are to cherish them, hold them in

high regard, and manifest them in our lives with boldness,

confidence, and dignity. Peter wrote:

As each one has received a gift, minister it to one

another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If

anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which

God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified

through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the

dominion forever and ever.

—1 Peter 4:10–11

The gifts that we receive from the Holy Spirit are for us

to use for the benefit of others. Freely we have received of

the Spirit, and freely we give. (See Matt. 10:8.) What we

receive from God we are expected to share with others for



their benefit more than for our benefit. We, in turn, receive

from others the benefit from the gifts that the Holy Spirit

gives to them. In this way, we are formed into a body of

believers and are built up as a community of faith.

What does it mean to minister “as with the ability which

God supplies”? How else might a person minister to others?

How might spiritual gifts be misused to serve oneself

instead of others? How might the praise and honor be

misdirected?

For the Common Good

The gifts are to be used “for the profit of all” (1 Cor. 12:7).

When one hurts in the body of Christ, all are hurt. When

one is blessed, all are blessed. The gifts are intended to

bring healing, wholeness, and benefit to a body of

believers. The motivational gift that you receive from the

Holy Spirit is given to you, but it is for others. (See Rom.

12:4-7—prophecy, ministry, teaching, exhortation, giving,

leadership, mercy.) If you are given a role in the church,

your ministry gift is for service to others. (See Eph. 4:11—

apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor, teacher.) If you are

given a spiritual gift, you are to manifest it and help others.

(See 1 Cor. 12:7-10—word of wisdom, word of knowledge,

faith, healings, miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits,

tongues, interpretation of tongues.) Always ask yourself,

“How can I use this gift for the common good?”

For Equipping the Saints



Recall that Ephesians 4:11–12 tells us that the gifts to the

church—the placing of apostles, prophets, evangelists,

pastors, and teachers within the church—are for this

purpose: “equipping of the saints for the work of ministry.”

The purpose of a good sermon is to inspire the

congregation to be obedient and faithful in their walk with

the Lord. The purpose of a good Bible lesson is to help

people grow in faith and in their understanding about how

to apply the Bible to their lives.

Paul also wrote to the Ephesians, “We are His

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,

which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in

them” (Eph. 2:10). You are God’s masterpiece. He has

saved you, gifted you with natural abilities and talents,

protected and provided for you, and now, through the Holy

Spirit, He has given you spiritual gifts. At the same time,

He has prepared a place for you to use the gifts. Even as

the Lord was preparing you to serve in His church, He was

preparing others to receive what you have to give. He has

paved the way for your ministry to be effective. In other

words, others need what the Holy Spirit prompts you to

prepare and give to them. You, in turn, need what others

have been prompted by the Holy Spirit to give to you.

When we see that every person who crosses our path

has been allowed to cross our path by the Holy Spirit, for a

purpose that has benefit to us, what a marvelous adventure

we experience in daily living! Furthermore, if a believer

crosses our path, that believer has been put there by the

Holy Spirit for the express purpose of equipping us in some

way for the work of ministry. There is something that we

are to learn or acquire from every conversation, every

encounter, with another saint of God.

What does it mean that the gifts of the Spirit are for the

“equipping of the saints for the work of ministry”?

When has the Lord brought you together with another

Christian so that you could give your gift to him or her?



When have you been on the receiving end of this blessing?

For Encouragement of the Believers

We need encouragement in our lives on a daily basis. We

need someone to build us up and help us see our value and

worth before the Lord. The devil and the world’s systems

grind us down and wear us out. We need others in the body

of Christ to remind us that we are God’s unique and

irreplaceable creations, called to unique and irreplaceable

places of ministry. We need to be reminded of God’s love for

us and of our importance to the church.

Paul addressed this need for encouragement in his letter

to Corinth:

If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am

not of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? And if

the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not

of the body,” is it therefore not of the body? If the whole

body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the

whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? But

now God has set the members, each one of them, in the

body just as He pleased. And if they were all one

member, where would the body be? But now indeed

there are many members, yet one body. And the eye

cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor

again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” No,

much rather, those members of the body which seem to

be weaker are necessary. And those members of the

body which we think to be less honorable, on these we

bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts

have greater modesty, but our presentable parts have

no need. But God composed the body, having given

greater honor to that part which lacks it, that there



should be no schism in the body, but that the members

should have the same care for one another. And if one

member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if

one member is honored, all the members rejoice with

it.

—1 Corinthians 12:15–26

As the gifts of the Spirit are shared among believers,

under the direction and orchestration of the Spirit, we can’t

help having an awareness that God counts each of us as

highly valuable in His church. No matter what our social

status, profession, or lot in life may be, we can be used by

the Holy Spirit in valuable roles of ministry.

You may say, “I don’t see how God can use me. I’m

totally inadequate.” Or you may say, “I can’t be used by

God. I’ll fail.” But God says, “Let me use you. I’ll use

whatever you do and I’ll be in whatever you do, and that

means that it will be a blessing to someone. I never fail,

and since I’m in whatever good you do for My body,

whatever you do won’t fail.”

Your spiritual gifts should always bring encouragement

to others. Even if you have a motivational gift of

exhortation, the ultimate purpose of exhortation is to say to

another person, “You can follow Christ. You can walk in

obedience and righteousness before Him.” If you operate in

the gift of evangelism, exercise your gift so that people

hear the good news that Jesus came to save them from

their sins, not that a hell is waiting to swallow them up. If

you give a word of wisdom to another person, that word of

wisdom is to give him direction that points him toward God

and toward His answers in his life. Such a word will

automatically point them away from danger and sin, but it

should do so as an encouraging word to receive God’s best

in his life.



Which part of your body would you not miss if it were

removed? What does this suggest about the need for all

believers and all gifts?

God has set each believer to perform a specific function

in the body “just as He pleased”. What does this suggest

about the value of your gifts?

For Edification

Spiritual gifts are to be exercised for the edification of the

church. Edification means the “building up” or the

“strengthening” of the church. Paul wrote, “Since you are

zealous for spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the

church that you seek to excel” (1 Cor. 14:12). All things are

to be done so that the church body as a whole might be

perfected—so that sin might be cleansed from a group of

believers, so that healing and wholeness might occur

individually and collectively, so that conflicts might be

resolved and relationships reconciled, so that losses might

be restored and excesses trimmed away.

In writing about the gifts to the church, Paul gave an

outline of what edification produces. (See Eph. 4:13-15.) A

thoroughly edified group of believers would have this

profile:

Unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of

God

Manifesting the fullness of Christ

No longer tossed to and fro by the wind of every

doctrine that comes to town

No longer deceived by the trickery of men



No longer engaged in deceitful plotting or cunning

craftiness

Speaking the truth in love

Paul concluded that the end result of edification is a

“whole body”—one that is “joined and knit together by

what every joint supplies, according to the effective

working by which every part does its share” (Eph. 4:16). As

with the manifestation of spiritual gifts, this process is to

be marked by love (v. 16).

As you think back over your motivational gifts and your

role of ministry within the church, ask yourself, “Am I

manifesting the gifts of the Spirit so that the entire body of

Christ is built up? Are my gifts contributing toward our

perfection as a group of believers in Christ Jesus?”

In what ways do spiritual gifts “join and knit together”

the body of Christ? Give specific examples.

What part do you play in your local body of Christians?

Are you performing that function fully and willingly?

Lasting Benefits

The gifts of the Holy Spirit bless us now, and they bless

forever, when they are manifested in ministry that is for the

common good, that equips the saints for further ministry,

that is marked by encouragement, and that results in

edification. Paul declared to the Corinthians, “We are God’s

fellow workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s

building.” He followed that statement with these sobering

words:



According to the grace of God which was given to me,

as a wise master builder I have laid the foundation, and

another builds on it. But let each one take heed how he

builds on it. For no other foundation can anyone lay

than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if

anyone builds on this foundation with gold, silver,

precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work will

become clear; for the Day will declare it, because it will

be revealed by fire; and the fire will test each one’s

work, of what sort it is. If anyone’s work which he has

built on it endures, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s

work is burned, he will suffer loss; but he himself will

be saved, yet so as through fire.

—1 Corinthians 3:9–15

Your use of the Holy Spirit’s gifts in ministry is not just

for here and now. They should have an eternal ring to them,

and they will if they truly are gifts from the Holy Spirit.

When you invite the Holy Spirit to work through you to

bless others, He will do so. He is eternal, and whatever He

does through you will have an eternal quality to it. If you

want to minister in effective ways, you must want your

ministry to last for all eternity. That can happen only as you

allow the Holy Spirit to help you in any act of ministry that

you undertake. It can happen only as you regard each

spiritual gift as coming from Him and being used for the

perfecting of His body.

What sort of ministry will endure the test of fire? What

sort of ministry will be burned up?

Will your own ministry stand the test of fire? How can

you increase the eternal value of what you do for the Lord

today?

Today and Tomorrow



Today: The Holy Spirit’s gifts are for the benefit of

others, and the results are eternal.

Tomorrow: I will ask the Lord to teach me how to

produce fruit that will last forever.



Lesson 10

Relying on the Spirit for Daily

Guidance

In This Lesson

Learning: What is the day-to-day role of the

Spirit in my life?

Growing: How can I understand God’s will for

me?

To whom do you turn for daily guidance in how to live

your life? The Scriptures tell us that the only Guide worth

having in our lives is the Holy Spirit. He is the only One

who knows our past completely from the moment that we

were conceived to this present day, who knows our future

completely, from this day extending into eternity, and who

knows God’s plan and purpose for us today and each day of

our lives.

When we turn to people for advice, we must be aware

that in many cases they will tell us only what they think we

want to hear. They want to make us feel good so that we

will like them more, which in turn makes them feel good. If

you seek advice from another person, get advice that is

honest, true to God’s Word, and without ulterior motive.

Even as you receive advice from others, you must check it

against the Holy Spirit’s witness in your spirit, and against



the Bible to verify that the advice is right for you in your

given circumstance.

Only the Holy Spirit knows what is fully good and right

for you on a daily basis. Any other opinion can be only a

part of the full truth, which is known by the Holy Spirit. In

John 14–16, Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit repeatedly as the

Spirit of truth. The Spirit of truth is like an inner compass

in our lives—always pointing us toward what Jesus would

be, say, or do in any given moment or circumstance.

He will glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and

declare it to you.

—John 16:14

What does it mean that the Holy Spirit “will take of what

is Mine and declare it to you”? How does this glorify

Christ?

According to this verse, why is the Holy Spirit’s

presence necessary for us to correctly use His gifts?

God Has Always Sought to Guide His

People

Daily guidance is not something that was initiated by Jesus

in sending the Holy Spirit to us. Guidance has been God’s

desire for His people throughout the ages. Numerous

verses in the Old Testament point toward God’s guidance of

His people. Certainly, He provided daily guidance for His

people as they left Egypt and crossed the wilderness to the

land that God had promised to them. His guidance then

was manifested as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of

fire by night. (Recall that the symbol of fire is usually

associated with the Holy Spirit.)



The leaders of the early church relied on the Holy Spirit

to give them this kind of specific, personal guidance, and

we are wise to do likewise. Both Romans 8:14 and

Galatians 5:18 refer to our being “led by the Spirit.” This is

to be the norm of the Christian life.

Trust in the Lord with all your heart, And lean not on

your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge

Him, And He shall direct your paths.

—Proverbs 3:5–6

What does it mean to “lean on your own

understanding”? How is this different from trusting the

Lord? Give practical examples of each.

What does it mean to “acknowledge the Lord” in all our

ways? How is this done?

What Are the Results of His

Guidance?

 

The Scriptures describe at least three wonderful results of

the Holy Spirit’s guidance in our lives.

1. He will convict of sin, of righteousness, and of

judgment (John 16:8). The Holy Spirit gives us a very clear

understanding of what is wrong, what is right, and how to

tell the difference. He reveals the truth of any situation to

us to keep us from stumbling or from entering into error.

He truly “delivers us from evil” in this way. (See Matt.

6:13.)

2. He will help us “walk circumspectly, not as fools but

as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil”

(Eph. 5:15-16). He will lead us to right choices, right

relationships, and right priorities so that we might enjoy

the maximum fulfillment. He will help us to make the most

of our time each day.



3. He searches our hearts (Rom. 8:27). He reveals to us

our deepest motives and desires.

In so doing, the Holy Spirit shows us who we really are

and how we can become more like Jesus. He gives us

guidance to help us mature in the Lord and become more

like Jesus day by day.

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes

me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside

the still waters.

—Psalm 23:1–2

What does David mean when he says “I shall not want”?

Consider the shepherd and sheep imagery in these

verses. What do they teach about the Holy Spirit’s work in

a believer?

Conditions for the Spirit’s Guidance

There any some conditions placed upon the guidance of the

Holy Spirit in our lives.

First, we must believe in Jesus. We must accept Him as

our personal Savior, confess our sins, and receive God’s

forgiveness. The Holy Spirit does not give daily guidance to

nonbelievers. The only direction that the Holy Spirit gives

to nonbelievers is the conviction that they need to accept

Christ Jesus.

Second, we must stay yielded to the Spirit. We must say

yes to the Spirit when He prompts us to take a certain

action or say a certain word. We must give mental assent to

the Spirit’s direction, and we must actually obey His

prompting and follow through in doing or saying what He

has called us to do or say. You can know that you are

yielded to Him when you can say to Him, “Here is what I



desire. But if Your answer is no to this, it’s all right. I’ll do

what You say.”

Third, we must believe for His guidance. We must expect

the Holy Spirit to speak in the inner person and direct us

toward good and away from evil. We must be intentional

and focused in this. We are much more likely to hear what

the Holy Spirit has to say to us if we are actively listening

for Him to speak. We are much more likely to see the Holy

Spirit’s direction if we are looking for His signs. Hebrews

11:6 tells us that God is a “rewarder of those who diligently

seek Him.” We are to be diligent in seeking His guidance,

asking for it, watching for it, anticipating it, and receiving

it.

Fourth, we are to wait upon the Lord until we receive

His guidance. Psalm 27:14 tells us:

Wait on the Lord; Be of good courage, And He shall

strengthen your heart; Wait, I say, on the Lord!

Until the Lord tells you what role you are to play, don’t

act. If you don’t know what to say, stay and pray. If you

don’t know where to turn, don’t get up from your knees.

Don’t become impatient in your desire to hear from the

Lord—wait and listen. His guidance will come.

What does it mean to wait on the Lord? Give practical

examples.

When have you rushed ahead of the Lord’s guidance?

When have you waited patiently? What resulted in each

circumstance?

How Guidance Is Imparted to Us

The Holy Spirit imparts His daily guidance to us primarily

in these ways:



He speaks to us through the words of the Bible. The

Spirit will never lead you to do anything that is contrary to

God’s Word. If you believe that you have heard the Lord

speak in your heart, go to the Word of God to confirm that

message. Very often as we are reading God’s Word, He

speaks in our hearts, “Do this. This is for you. That’s My

desire for you.” He brings certain passages to life for us.

We can always find a phrase or verse in the Bible to

back up what we desire to do in our human nature. I am

not at all suggesting that you go to the Bible to “get a

verse” as justification for the decision that you’ve already

chosen to make. That’s not being led by the Spirit. Rather,

I’m recommending that you read your Bible daily with this

prayer on your lips: “Holy Spirit, speak to me through the

Word. Just as You inspired men of old to write these words,

inspire me to apply these words to my life.”

He gives us the principles of the Word of God to guide us

in making decisions. In many cases, there isn’t a specific

story or passage of Scripture that seems to speak directly

to our situation. But the principles of God’s Word are true

and eternal. They can be applied to give us guidance in

making choices and decisions.

Ask yourself these questions: “Will God be glorified in

this?” “Can I give thanks to God for this?” “Can I do this in

the name of Jesus, fully expecting His blessing, His

provision, and His stamp of approval?” If you can answer

yes to these questions about a decision that you are about

to make, you are making your decision within the principles

of God’s Word.

And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the

name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father

through Him.

—Colossians 3:17



What does it mean, in practical terms, to “do all in the

name of the Lord Jesus”?

Why are we commanded to give thanks to the Father

even when we are serving Him?

He speaks to us through circumstances. As we wait

upon the Lord and trust Him for guidance, the Spirit very

often opens certain doors in our lives and closes other

doors. “All things work together for good to those who love

God, to those who are the called according to His purpose”

(Rom. 8:28). We should remember that all the

circumstances of our lives are under God’s direct

sovereignty, and He allows things to happen for His own

purposes.

He speaks to us in the stillness of our hearts with a word

of conviction or assurance. When the Holy Spirit is

directing us away from something harmful to us, we very

often have a heaviness or a feeling of trouble, foreboding,

or uneasiness in our spirits. When the Holy Spirit is

directing us toward things that are helpful to us, we tend to

feel a deep inner peace, an eagerness to see what God will

do, and a feeling of joy.

A Complete Guidance

The Holy Spirit often works predominantly through one of

these methods to give us guidance, but His complete

guidance is usually confirmed as He uses all of these

methods to speak His truth to us. We read something in the

Word that speaks to us. We are reminded of general

principles in God’s Word, and we begin to see how they

apply to our situation—perhaps through the message of a

song or a sermon, the words of a friend, or a sudden

recollection of passages that we have read in God’s Word

previously. We see circumstances beginning to change

around us. We feel the presence of the Spirit in our lives



convicting us to turn from evil or His assurance that we can

embrace fully something that will be for our good.

The Holy Spirit does not want God’s will for our lives be

a mystery to us. He has come to reveal the truth to us. He

has come in His all-knowing ability to impart to us what we

need to know in order to live obedient and faithful lives.

Trust Him to guide you, now and always!

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be

made known to God; and the peace of God, which

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and

minds through Christ Jesus.

—Philippians 4:6–7

Why does Paul command us not to be anxious? How does

our own will influence anxiety?

Why does Paul add “with thanksgiving” to our prayers

and supplications? Why is it important for us to be thankful

to God?

My Final Word to You

The Spirit-filled life. I opened this Bible study with those

words, and I want to close with them. But let me add the

word wonderful to this phrase: the wonderful Spirit-filled

life. The life that the Holy Spirit desires to impart to you

can be described only as wonderful—wonderful in the many

benefits that we experience personally; wonderful in the

many blessings that come to others around us; wonderful in

the sense that we are made more keenly aware of the glory

and majesty of God the Father and Jesus Christ, His Son.

The Spirit-filled life should be marked by awe that we

should be so privileged as to be indwelled by the Holy



Spirit of almighty God, who desires to use us in

accomplishing His purposes on earth and who desires to

live with us forever in eternity.

The extent to which you live a Spirit-led life is up to you.

Choose today to rely on the Holy Spirit for every aspect of

your life, in every decision or choice that you make, during

every hour of every day. Trust Him to work through you.

Trust Him to mold you into the image of Christ Jesus. Trust

Him to bless you as you have never been blessed before. As

you ask Him to do His work in your life, you will receive His

help and guidance. And in the process, you will manifest

His character.

Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is

the way, walk in it,” Whenever you turn to the right

hand Or whenever you turn to the left.

—Isaiah 30:21

What major insights have you gained in your study of

the Holy Spirit?

Where is God guiding you today? How has your

relationship with His Spirit helped you to understand His

leading?

Today and Tomorrow

Today: The Holy Spirit wants to guide me into God’s

complete plan and image.

Tomorrow: I will make myself fully available to follow

and obey the Holy Spirit.
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